






[bookmark: start]

  
   	
		
		[bookmark: mstart]

[image: WHO | Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean]









	Main
	Search
	Contact





    	

    
      
        [image: Arabic (عربي)]
        [image: French (Fr)]
      

    





	YouTube
	Rss feeds
	Twitter
	Facebook




  










		Home
	Health topics
	Data and statistics
	Media centre
	Information resources
	Countries
	Programmes
	About Us






 









  



















        
          Tobacco Free initiative
 |           Read our publications
        





Section menu

You are here

  		
						Tobacco Free initiative	Tobacco data and trends
	World No Tobacco Day
	Know the truth
	Quit now
	Read our publications
	Watch our videos
	Newsroom
	Ban tobacco
	Implement warnings on tobacco packs
	The WHO FCTC
	MPOWER measures
	What we do



		

	
  


 





	
	   
	   		
					Tobacco Free initiative
		

	
	   



 

   	   
	




      
    








Read our publications







		
					Publications by topic
Building national capacity
Case studies
Country activities during COVID-19 
EMHJ tobacco special issue
Economics
Entertainment and sports
FAQS about tobacco control policies for the prevention and control of noncommunicable diseases
Health effects
Key topics in tobacco control
Legislation
Meeting reports
Monitoring the tobacco industry
MPOWER measures to reduce tobacco use
Regional framework for action on tobacco control
Regional strategy and action plan for tobacco control 2019–2023
Religion
Second-hand smoke
Smoking cessation
Surveillance and monitoring
Tobacco products and tobacco product regulation
Tobacco and COVID-19 
Waterpipe tobacco smoking
WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
WHO report on the global tobacco epidemic
Women and youth
World No Tobacco Day


		

	


Country activities on tobacco control during COVID-19


[image: country_activities_blurb]




Countries in the Eastern Mediterranean Region ramped up tobacco control-related health awareness activities in response to the global pandemic of COVID-19. Countries introduced decisions such as a ban on waterpipe use in public places to curb the spread of the virus. They created awareness amongst the public on the links between tobacco use and COVID-19 and aimed to encourage smokers to quit as an important precautionary measure. Through the following account from countries in the Region, we aim to highlight the key activities implemented. We look at the challenges countries faced, and how they have adapted their activities in this critical time. We touch upon future plans for various tobacco control activities—building on what has been successfully achieved—that will be undertaken when countries resume normal activities post COVID-19.
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