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  Dear Editor,
  

We would like to share some thoughts on the paper “COVID-19 financing strategies for refugees
and migrants in the Eastern Mediterranean Region” by Habersky and Damir (1). We agree that
COVID-19 management is critical, and that everyone should be safeguarded. However, it is not
unusual for poor populations, such as refugees and migrants, to face a shortage of suitable
treatment and become high-risk groups for spreading COVID-19 (2). Currently, there are
policies for dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic in different countries. Habersky and Damir are
correct in emphasizing the importance of global economics. Vaccination coverage is uneven,
and availability of vaccines varies according to the economic situation in a particular country (3).
For example, in the poorer countries of Asia, healthcare funding and COVID-19 vaccination are
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limited. Vaccination of migrants is important because of the limited vaccination coverage of the
local population. Perez-Brumer et al. examined COVID-19 vaccination policy in several
developing countries and found that migrants continue to continue to face challenges and are
often excluded or disadvantaged in vaccination policies, thus increasing the risks to their health
and safety (4). Health officials should guarantee equal access to COVID-19 vaccines for local
populations and migrants (5). A recent study showed that a significant majority of Ukrainian
refugees had not received COVID-19 vaccination (6). There is a fundamental principle to
provide free COVID-19 vaccination to people fleeing war; however, when there are many people
leaving a conflict zone, finding sufficient vaccine becomes a challenge (6). The situation in host
countries for Ukrainian refugees may be better than in other parts of the world that have similar
conflict and refugee problems. It can be difficult to provide free COVID-19 vaccine to refugees in
many situations where the local economy of the host nation is weak. During the planning of
vaccination campaigns, giving priority to vulnerable populations like migrants and refugees is
often politically impossible (7). When there is vaccine scarcity, it becomes challenging to provide
vaccination to local residents and migrants. For instance, in Thailand, during the earlier days of
the COVID-19 pandemic, the policy was to prioritize free vaccination to the local population. The
local population received the first round of vaccination, followed by the migrant population at a
later date. When there was a proposal to provide free COVID-19 vaccine to migrant groups,
there were major discussions around the high cost of delivery and political and social
acceptability, because the local population makes a significantly greater financial contribution to
the economy (8,9). The strict immigration policies that are currently implemented in some
European countries have been cited as additional obstacle hindering refugees from receiving
free COVID-19 vaccination (10). When vaccine supply is insufficient for the local population,
allocation to migrants may become an issue, resulting in social unrest. The policy for
management of refugees and migrants is often used as a for societal debates on the rights of
the native population. Developing countries are often unable to manage the increased burden of
caring for refugees and migrants and external assistance is usually required. Collaboration
between a country that hosts refugees and a third country is required to provide adequate
financing and facilities to manage the healthcare needs of refugees (11). Global organizations
like the United Nations and World Health Organization should ensure the provision of COVID-19
vaccination to migrants, refugees, and stateless communities because they may not be covered
by local vaccination policies or priorities.

  

Funding: None

  

Competing interests: None declared.

  References
    
    1. Habersky E, Damir A. COVID-19 financing strategies for refugees and migrants in the
Eastern Mediterranean Region. East Mediterr Health J. 2021 Dec 28;27(12):1229–38.
https://doi.org/10.26719/emhj.21.061 PMID:35137391   

 2 / 3



WHO EMRO  |  COVID-19 financing strategies for refugees and migrants in the Eastern Mediterranean Region

    2. Kluge HHP, Jakab Z, Bartovic J, D’Anna V, Severoni S. Refugee and migrant health in
the COVID-19 response. Lancet. 2020 Apr 18;395(10232):1237–9.
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30791-1 PMID:32243777   
    3. Hasan Q, Elfakki E, Fahmy K, Mere O, Ghoniem A, Langar H, et al. Inequities in the
deployment of COVID-19 vaccine in the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region, 2020-2021. BMJ
Glob Health. 2022 Jun;7(Suppl 4):e008139. http://doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2021-008139s   
    4. Perez-Brumer A, Hill D, Andrade-Romo Z, Solari K, Adams E, Logie C, et al. Vaccines for
all? A rapid scoping review of COVID-19 vaccine access for Venezuelan migrants in Latin
America. J Migr Health. 2021;4:100072. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jmh.2021.100072
PMID:34778855   
    5. Lin S. COVID-19 pandemic and im/migrants’ elevated health concerns in Canada:
vaccine hesitancy, anticipated stigma, and risk perception of accessing care. J Immigr Minor
Health. 2022 Aug;24(4):896–908. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10903-022-01337-5 PMID:35212825
 
    6. Malchrzak W, Babicki M, Pokorna-Kałwak D, Doniec Z, Mastalerz-Migas A. COVID-19
vaccination and Ukrainian refugees in Poland during Russian–Ukrainian War – narrative review.
Vaccines (Basel). 2022 Jun 16;10(6):955. https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines10060955
PMID:35746562   
    7. Bellizzi S, Aidyralieva C, Alsawhala L, Al-Shaikh A, Santoro A, Profili MC. Vaccination for
SARS-CoV-2 of migrants and refugees, Jordan. Bull World Health Organ. 2021 Sep
1;99(9):611. https://doi.org/10.2471/BLT.21.285591 PMID:34475595   
    8. Suphanchaimat R, Nittayasoot N, Thammawijaya P, Teekasap P, Ungchusak K.
Predicted impact of vaccination and active case finding measures to control epidemic of
coronavirus disease 2019 in a migrant-populated area in Thailand. Risk Manag Healthc Policy.
2021 Aug 3;14:3197–207. https://doi.org/10.2147/RMHP.S318012 PMID:34377040   
    9. Suphanchaimat R, Tuangratananon T, Rajatanavin N, Phaiyarom M, Jaruwanno W,
Uansri S. Prioritization of the target population for coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
vaccination program in Thailand. Int J Environ Res Public Health. 2021 Oct 14;18(20):10803.
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph182010803 PMID:34682548   
    10. Deal A, Hayward SE, Huda M, Knights F, Crawshaw AF, Carter J, et al. Strategies and
action points to ensure equitable uptake of COVID-19 vaccinations: a national qualitative
interview study to explore the views of undocumented migrants, asylum seekers, and refugees.
J Migr Health. 2021;4:100050. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jmh.2021.100050 PMID:34075367
 
    11. Bartovic J, Datta SS, Severoni S, D’Anna V. Ensuring equitable access to vaccines for
refugees and migrants during the COVID-19 pandemic. Bull World Health Organ. 2021 Jan
1;99(1):3–3A. https://doi.org/10.2471/BLT.20.267690 PMID:33658728   

  Thursday 11th of July 2024 06:14:28 AM

 3 / 3


