
WHO Global technical meeting on addressing noncommunicable 
diseases (NCDs) in emergencies

09:00–09:30 Welcome and opening remarks 
Speakers:
Dr Rana Hajjeh, Director of Programme Management, WHO/EMRO
Dr Mike Ryan, Executive Director, WHO Health Emergencies Programme, WHO headquarters
Chair: Mr Altaf Musani, Director, Health Emergencies Intervention, WHO Health Emergencies 
Programme, WHO-HQ

30 mins

09:30–11:00 Plenary 1: Strengthening WHO preparedness and response to health emergencies – 
leaving no one behind
Format: Keynote addresses (10 min x 4) followed by a moderated panel discussion (80 min)
Moderator:
Speakers/panellists:
Dr Mike Ryan, Executive Director, WHO Health Emergencies Programme, WHO headquarters
Dr Bente Mikkelsen, Director, NCD Department, WHO headquarters
Mr Xavier Castellanos Mosquera, Under Secretary General for National Society 
Development and Operations Coordination, International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies

120 mins

11:00–11:30 BREAK 30 mins

11:30–13:00 Plenary 2: WHO’s work on NCD in humanitarian emergencies (mandate, policy, 
and situational analysis across regions)
Format: Presentations followed by Q&A
Chair: Dr Slim Slama, Unit Head, MND, NCD Department, WHO headquarters
WHO’s work on NCD in humanitarian emergencies from COVID-19 to an 
all-hazards approach
Dr Bente Mikkelsen, Director, NCD Department, WHO headquarters
Regional perspectives on emergency preparedness and responses for NCDs
Focal points from AFRO, EURO, PAHO, SEARO and WPRO
Global Landscape Review of WHO NCD-related responses in countries in humanitarian 
emergencies across preparedness, response, and recovery 
Dr Kiran Jobanputra, Technical Officer, MND, WHO headquarters

90 mins
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Annotated agenda



13:00–14:30 LUNCH 90 mins

14:30–16:00 Plenary 3: WHO’s work on NCD in humanitarian emergencies (normative work/technical 
packages and tools)
Format: Presentations followed by Q&A
Chair: Dr Slim Slama, Unit Head, MND, NCD Department, WHO headquarters
Research gaps and priorities for informing guidance on the integration of NCD prevention 
and control in humanitarian emergency responses
Dr Eimhin Ansbro and Dr Adrianna Murphy, the London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine
NCD kit update 2022
Dr Sophie Laroche, Quality Officer, Procurement and Supply Services, WHO headquarters 
WHO Package of high-priority health services in humanitarian settings
Dr Andre Griekspoor, Senior Policy Adviser, Health Emergencies Intervention, WHO Health 
Emergencies Programme, WHO headquarters and Dr Eba Al-Muna Pasha, Technical Officer, 
Global Health Cluster, WHO Health Emergencies Programme, WHO headquarters

90 mins

16:00–17:00 Closing session: strategic recommendations to improve integration of NCDs in response 
to humanitarian emergencies
WHA75 endorsed recommendations on designing resilient health systems and services to 
respond to the needs of PLWNCDs in settings (Annex 4 (A75/10 Add.2)
Dr Bente Mikkelsen, Director, NCD Department, WHO headquarters
Addressing NCDs in Emergencies in the Eastern Mediterranean Region (reflections on 
global segment and intro to the regional segment)
Dr Asmus Hammerich, Director, UHC/Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental Health, 
WHO/EMRO

60 mins


