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Updates & Reviews

Current Health Event

Winterization Health Issues

January 7, A heavy storm swept
through the country, with speedy
winds, drops in temperature, heavy
rain and snow on low altitudes, de-
laying flights and closing off roads in
the mountains. Adding challenge for
the over a million Syrian refugees
living in tents in the country’s north
and northeast.

Figure: Lebanese Red Cross statistics during storm 6 - 10 January 2015.
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Lebanese Red Cross Intervention Statistics
SNOW STORM “ZEINA"

1919 Cases

FROM Tuesday 6 January at 18:00
Till Saturday 10 January at 06:00
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The.storrn caused 3 casualties and 5361\\«“ e i A
cardiac arrests were reported as the 64 55 26 8

result of cold and low temperatures.

Editorial note:

Over a million people of concern are
dispersed in more than 1,700 loca-
tions throughout Lebanon, with the
majority subject to the harsher win-
ter climate of the North and Bekaa
Valley. The storm has had negative
impact on displaced Syrians, with the
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: ) ’ and by adding specificall . 2013 2014
rain has flooded in a number of Y 8 sp A5y Disease Cumul Cumul* Nov Dec
. . SARI/Influenza Like
rooms in the gathermgs and had . . Vaccine Preventable Diseases
Illnesses, which are high- ,
damaged Informal Settlements ISs, . Polio 0(0) 0(0) 0(0) 0(0)
. ly prevalent and contigu-
Bekaa being the most affected atea. £ th fiabl. Acute Flac-
. ous on of the notthable | .4 paralysis 33(7) 24(9) 4(0) 0(0)
The cold weather risks include an diseases; 1760
increase in pneumonia and other .
. _p u ot % Supply medications Measles (232) 230(104) 0(0) 0(0)
respiratory infections. In addition, . ' Mumps 14(2) 475(80) 85(15) 0(0)
. . including drugs for -
there is the ever present risk of wa- .o, . Pertussis 59(9) 83(25) 3(0) 0(0)
. ) chronic diseases and ill- -
terborne diseases, which can spread nesses. which mav be Rabies 1) 0(0) 0(0) 0(0)
rapidly through the ISs. fected by cold y h Rubella 27(1) 171D 0(0) 0(0)
) ) attected by cold weather [ Tetanys 4(0) 0(0) 0(0) 0(0)
Specml care will need to be taken as  well as. 1.1fesav1ng Viral Hep B T41(8) 203(29) 6@ 1)
with pregnant women and newborn drugs, antibiotics and [VWater/Food Borne Diseases
infants. bronchodilators. Brucellosis 189(12) | 235635 | 11y 0(0)
Regional Response Plan (RRP) part- Health Cholera () 00 00) 00)
ners are pfOVidil’lg winterization as- e;lit partnerzl are Hydatl.d cyst 13(3) 13(2) 0(0) 0(0)
sistance to more than 600,000 peo- Scz ng up sufverfance ;yphmd 10701 185003
ple. This constitutes nearly 60% of 27 drespons'e calz’acny ever 15(51) (23) 3;’;65) %0
to detect winter-borne
refugees and other persons of con- il includi ; Viral Hep A (220) 2162(777) (166) 0(0)
cern in Lebanon. nesses Including 1=  Diseases
o fluenza, respiratory Leishman
Priotity groups targeted for assis-  diseases and mitigate cishmania- 1033
tance include those who live in sub- g : 53 (1052) A77E60) 10 %0
dard shel h ho live i the impact of chronic [“Neningitis 204(24) | 198(29) 8(1) 0(0)
standard shelters, those who live in low temperatures. Viral Hep C 103d) ) 5 20

areas with severe climatic conditions,

and the most vulnerable.

WHO is supporting the
Ministry of Public Health
(MoPH)  preparedness
with the following activi-
ties:

* Strengthening EWARS
and routine surveillance

Source: Lebanese Red Cross
Partners are working together to agree on com-
mon vulnerability criteria and the identification of
refugees most in need and coordinating to distrib-
ute winterization assistance (cash support, sealing-
off kits, blankets, heating stoves, fuel vouchers).

Cumulative Notifiable diseases in

Lebanon (Syrian)

Source: Ministry of Public Health, Lebanon as on 05/12/2014
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