Press Release

Road Safety Is No Accident

Amman (22 April, 2007)-The First United Nations Global Road Safety Week will be
launched tomorrow at a workshop under the slogan of “Young Road Users.”

The workshop, patronized by the Minister of Health, Dr. Saad Kharabsheh, will focus on
the current situation of road safety in Jordan, the challenges and paving the way towards
safe roads. The meeting brings together all stakeholders and decision makers dealing with
traffic accidents in the country including the Public Security Directorate, Jordan Traffic
Department, the Jordan Traffic Institute (JTI), the Public Transport Regulatory
Commission, Royal Health Awareness Society, and the Civil Defence Department.

“We want this to be an action oriented workshop focusing on the local and global
messages of this week as well as recommendations generated from the 2005 National
Report On Road Traffic Injuries in Jordan,” said Dr. Hashim Elzein Elmoussadd, WHO
Representative in Jordan and speaking on behalf of the UN system here .

The aim behind this week is to link national and international efforts to strengthen the
work being done in the field of road safety in Jordan. The recommendations generated
will be discussed on 26 April, 2007 in a session patronized by Her Majesty Queen Rania.

According to JTI, the highest percentage of fatalities resulting from traffic accidents in
the country occur to children aged between 0-5 years. Young girls constitute the hardest
hit victims in this age group.

Globally, traffic injuries are the second leading cause of death for people aged 5-25 years.

Road traffic injuries are a global public health and developmental problem. The Kingdom
loses JD 700,000 a day due to traffic accidents equaling 2.5 % of the country’s Gross
National Product.

For More Information Please Contact:
Hind-Lara Mango
UN First Global Road Safety Week
Communication Committee Chairperson

Communication Officer
UNICEF Jordan
Tel.: +9626-5502430
E-mail: hmango @unicef.org
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