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Figure 1. Attack Rates per epidemiological week in Bahr el Ghazal Region.

Please note the epidemiological week for reporting is Monday through to Sunday.


Meningitis hits Great Bahr Al Ghazal Region of Southern Sudan

Juba, 10 April 2006 - Meningitis attack rates in Southern Sudan have seen a gradual decline in the regions of Gogrial, Tonj and Wau/Marial
. In Twic after an initial decline in week 13 there has been a slight increase to 4.6 percent. Data for Twic for week 14 is still incomplete so we may see further increases. In Aweil East and Thieth there have been increases in the attack rate; 10.3 percent and 9.7 percent respectively (figure 1). The drop in attack rates may be partly due to the vaccination campaigns taking place, but due to the lack of vaccine, many areas have only been partially covered. Underreporting is always a factor in Southern Sudan due to the lack of a strong surveillance system that hinders the accurate and timely reporting. 

As of 9 April 2006, a total number of 2,371 cases and 274 deaths with an overall case fatality rate of 11.6 percent were reported from suspected meningitis in Great Bahr Al Ghazal Region of Southern Sudan. All reported cases are from Warap, Northern Bahr Al Ghazal and Western Bahr Al Ghazal states.The 5 counties of, Wau (Western Bahr el-Ghazal State), Aweil East (Northern Bahr el-Ghazal State), Gogrial, Twic and Tonj (Warab State) have an estimated population of 2,956,564.
The causative agent has been identified as Neisseria meningitidis group A in Wau, Gogrial East, Twic and Aweil East counties. Neisseria meningitidis group W135 has also been identified in six CSF samples in Akuem, Aweil East county, by latex agglutination (MSF-F). Further analyses are being done on CSF samples from that location.

Task forces are coordinating actions to strengthen surveillance and reporting system and to uniform case management. There is very limited capacity for active case finding and surveillance in the areas not being covered by INGOs. Health facilities or trained personnel to provide adequate treatment are very scarce and the means of transport/communication almost non-existent. Up to now 3,100 households in the high risk areas have been visited by the hygiene promoters. Mass meningitis immunization campaign started in some of the affected areas and more than 280,000 people have been immunized. Plans are to distribute drugs and vaccines to most affected area.

For further information and queries please write to:

Yvette Bivigou

Communication Officer

WHO Southern Sudan Office

Mobile:+254-0736-100-177

Bivigouy@nbo.emro.who.int

whossudan@nbo.emro.who.int
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� Marial Ajith is an IDP camp.





_1206445729.xls
Chart1

		Aweil East		Aweil East		Aweil East		Aweil East

		Gogrial		Gogrial		Gogrial		Gogrial

		Tonj		Tonj		Tonj		Tonj

		Thieth		Thieth		Thieth		Thieth

		Wau Town + Marial		Wau Town + Marial		Wau Town + Marial		Wau Town + Marial

		Twic		Twic		Twic		Twic



Week11

Week 12

Week 13

Week 14

Attack Rate

Attack Rates Week 11-14

0.6329113924

4.1139240506

3.164556962

10.1265822785

54.7841946925

11.0376018791

4.8457764347

8.6910337502

23.1760900005

17.3820675004

9.6567041669

0

0

4.667172277

12.8347237617

47.4088400219

60.9093706241

42.3853867745

15.698291398

5.1886154365

11.3037693438

3.8914615774

4.632692354



Sheet2

		

								13-19 March

						Population		Nb of  cases week 11		Rate of Attack

				Aweil East		316,000		2		0.63						cumulative data

				Wau Town + Marial		318,506		151		47.41

				Tonj		103,555		9		8.69

				Thieth		85,705		0		0.00

				Gogrial County		742,915				0.00

				Twic County		539,643		28		5.19

				West BGZ Data		276,758		12		4.34

								20-26 March

						Population		Nb of  cases week 12		Rate of Attack								Week11		Week 12		Week 13		Week 14

				Aweil East		316,000		13		4.11						Aweil East		0.63		4.11		3.16		10.13

				Wau Town + Marial		318,506		194		60.91						Gogrial				54.78		11.04		4.85

				Tonj		103,555		24		23.18						Tonj		8.69		23.18		17.38		9.66

				Thieth		85,705		0		0.00						Thieth		0.00		0.00		4.67		12.83

				Gogrial County		742,915		412		55.46						Wau Town + Marial		47.41		60.91		42.39		15.70

				Twic County		539,643		61		11.30						Twic		5.19		11.30		3.89		4.63

				West BGZ Data		276,758		151		54.56						West BGZ Data		4.34		54.56		48.78		17.70

								27-2 April

						Population		Nb of  cases week 13		Rate of Attack

				Aweil East		316,000		10		3.16

				Wau Town + Marial		318,506		135		42.39

				Tonj		103,555		18		17.38

				Thieth		85,705		4		4.67

				Gogrial County		742,915		82		11.04

				Twic County		539,643		21		3.89

				West BGZ Data		276,758		135		48.78

						2,106,324

								3-9 April

						Population		Nb of  cases week 14		Rate of Attack

				Aweil East		316,000		32		10.13

				Wau Town + Marial		318,506		50		15.70

				Tonj		103,555		10		9.66

				Thieth		85,705		11		12.83

				Gogrial County		742,915		36		4.85

				Twic County		539,643		25		4.63

				West BGZ Data		276,758		49		17.70

								10-16 April

						Population		Nb of  cases week 15		Rate of Attack

				Aweil East		316,000				0.00

				Wau Town + Marial		318,506				0.00

				Tonj		103,555				0.00

				Thieth		85,705				0.00

				Gogrial County		742,915				0.00

				Twic County		539,643				0.00

				West BGZ Data		276,758				0.00

								17-23 April

						Population		Nb of  cases week 15		Rate of Attack

				Aweil East		316,000				0.00

				Wau Town + Marial		318,506				0.00

				Tonj		103,555				0.00

				Thieth		85,705				0.00

				Gogrial County		742,915				0.00

				Twic County		539,643				0.00

				West BGZ Data		276,758				0.00

								24-30 April

						Population		Nb of  cases week 16		Rate of Attack

				Aweil East		316,000				0.00

				Wau Town + Marial		318,506				0.00

				Tonj		103,555				0.00

				Thieth		85,705				0.00

				Gogrial County		742,915				0.00

				Twic County		539,643				0.00

				West BGZ Data		276,758				0.00
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