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Avian Influenza in Sudan -  19 April 2006
On 18 April 2006, the Federal Ministry of Health announced one suspected human case of avian influenza in Khartoum.  The patient remains hospitalized and is in a stable condition.  At the request of the Federal Ministry of Health, a WHO team of experts experienced in the investigation of outbreaks and containment arrived in Khartoum today to provide technical support to the Federal Ministry of Health. Further analysis of speciemes from the suspected patient are being carried out today by experts from NAMRU 3, brought to Sudan by WHO. 
The Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Animal Resources, the Ministry of Science and Technology, WHO, FAO, and other partners are working together to coordinate containment measures, increase surveillance and ensure effective response to avian influenza response.   
WHO is providing the Federal Ministry of Health with technical assistance for active surveillance and strengthening of laboratories to facilitate investigations and confirmation of diagnosis and the supply of personal protective equipment.

The announcement from the Ministry of Health followed the declaration from the Ministry of Animal Resources that laboratory tests have confirm the presence of  influenza A type H5 in poultry in Khartoum and Gezira State. Animal samples are being sent to the World Organization of Animal Health reference laboratory for further testing.

When handling raw poultry or raw poultry products (such as eggs), persons involved in food preparation should wash their hands thoroughly for at least 20 to 30 seconds at a minimum and clean and disinfect surfaces in contact with the poultry products. Soap and hot water are sufficient for this purpose. 

Consumers should avoid direct contact with infected poultry, or surfaces and objects contaminated by their faeces.  Exposure to infected poultry is considered most likely during slaughter, defeathering, butchering, and preparation of poultry for cooking. 
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