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Each year, World TB Day offers an excellent opportunity to raise awareness
of tuberculosis (TB) as a public health threat and a global problem. Last year, and
this year as well, Afghanistan has taken an initiative to draw worldwide attention
to this deadly butl curable disease through the use of postage stamps. The
Government of Afghanistan, in collaboration with WHO, has issued two sets of
postage stamps to commemaorate World TB Day 2003 and 2004. The stamps
feature TB symptoms, prevention and treatmant mathods.

One of the stamps produced featuras two Afghan children calling for the elimination
of TB. These two children and many others like them around the Region hope to
see the end of TB in their lifetime. In the Stop TB vision published in 2002, the
WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean made a commiiment to
aliminate TB in the Region by 2050. Now, it is up to all of us, the health professionals
and the policy and decision makers in all the countries of the Region, to realize
this vision.

The Afghan stamps are a great sUccess;
yours could be too ...
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