Progress Report 

on The Activities of Roll Back Malaria in Yemen 

in the 4 Quarters of the year 2001

and the 1st Quarter 2002 

1st Quarter 2001

1- A prime ministerial decree was issued in March 2001 announcing the year 2001 as the year of Roll Back Malaria in Yemen.

2- The National Headquarters of the National Malaria Control Programme was established in Sana’a in March 2001. 

3- Within the framework of WHO concern on the National Capacity Building, two new national cadres joined the programme : a new medical doctor holding diploma in community medicine joined the programme to be the head of malaria epidemiology and a qualified draftsman joined the programme to strengthen the field operations through Geographical Information System (Geographical Reconnaissance).

4- Situation analysis was done in Hodeida governorate which is the main pilot malaria control programme in the country.

5- Situation analysis was done in Abyan. Malariometric school surveys were conducted by Abyan malaria center in different governorates.

2nd Quarter 2001

1- The 1st bilateral Yemeni-Saudi Malaria Border Meeting was held in Gizan in Saudi Arabia in April 2001. Three senior staff from the National Malaria Control Programme, besides the WHO malariologist represented the Yemeni delegation. 

2- The National Malaria Control Team attended the Annual Country Meeting on Roll Back Malaria in Damascus, Syria.

3- The Geographical Reconnaissance was done intensively in Taiz , Saada and Hajja (Tihama areas of these governorates including those bordering Saudi Arabia).

4- Intensive training courses on malaria microscopy were conducted in the headquarters in Sana’a covering laboratory technicians working in Sana’a, Hajja, Saada

5- Three staff members in the NMCP were trained on GIS in Cairo in June 2001

6- The newly established Malaria headquarters in Sana’a was equipped with all the required audiovisual  and training equipments from the WHO regular budget of the biennium 2000-2001.

3rd Quarter 2001

1- The National Training Plan covering medical doctors, laboratory technicians and sanitary inspectors, which was prepared by the WHO malariologist and funded by the WHO regular budget of the biennium, started to be implemented. 

From April to 31st December 2002,  the training courses covered a total of 293 Yemeni staff members as follows:

· 81 medical doctors (general practitioners and specialists)

· 117 laboratory technicians

· 78 sanitary inspectors

· 17 malaria microscopists (i.e., paramedical staff with no previous experience on microscopy were trained to be malaria microscopists to strengthen the malaria diagnosis in some remote health units and health centers)

N.B: In the year 2000 a total of 26 laboratory technicians from different governorates, mainly Hodeida and Ibb, were trained by a senior laboratory technician from Oman who visited Yemen among an Oman team according to a bilateral Oman-Yemeni cooperation in Malaria Control initiated and planned by the WHO medical officer malariologist.

2- The National Health Education plan, prepared by the WHO malariologist and the director of the NMCP together with the national center of information and health education and funded by the regular budget of the biennium, started to be implemented. 

3- Two medical doctors: the Head of Malaria Epidemiology and the Head of Abyan malaria center attended  a 2-month WHO course on the planning of malaria control programmes from September to November in Bandar Abbas, Iran. The course was 

4- Three technicians attended a 2-month WHO course in Wad Medani, Sudan on Vector Control from September to November 2001.

5- A WHO Vector biologist (entomologist) joined the programme as a short term professional (STP) in order to strengthen the field vector control operations and to develop the national capabilities in entomology at the level of entomology technicians. A plan of training and field activities was prepared.

6- In September 2001, the 2nd Yemeni-Saudi border malaria meeting was held in Sana’a.

7- The 1st National Day on Malaria was held on 1st August 2001 under the patronship of HE the Vice President. It was attended by HE Dr Husein Al Gezairy, the RD / EMRO. The main speeches included presentations by HE Dr Gezairy and the WHO malariologist.

8- On the 1st of August, coinciding with the 1st National Day on Malaria, the 1st Arabic Newsletter on Malaria was issued.

9- In September 2001 a WHO short term consultant on Biological Control visited the programme to set a plan for biological vector control within the concept of integrated vector control.

10- The Geographical Reconnaissance is going on in Hodeida and the Tihama areas of Hajja, Sa’ada, Mahweet, Dhamar and Taiz.

11- A new malaria HQ office was established in Hodeida. It was almost fully equipped and became functional.

4th Quarter 2001

1- In October 2001, the WHO malariologist and the WHO entomologist, accompanied by 3 national technicians, visited Socotra island to evaluate the anti-malaria programme there, to plan for the introduction of impregnated bednets in selected villages in the island and to plan for the coverage of the rest of the island by anti-malaria control measures ( the villages and towns which are not covered yet ).

2- The 1st Malariometric School Survey was conducted in Hodeida governorate in November 2001. 5370 school children between 7 & 10 years old were examined for malaria parasites (5370 blood slides). 795 blood slides were positive for malaria parasites with 14.8% SPR (slide positivity rate). The results of this survey will help us take evidence-based decisions and plan our operations accordingly.

N.B: A similar malariometric school survey was conducted by the Omani team who visited Yemen (Hodeida governorate) in November 1998 and the SPR was 48.3 %.

3- The 1st English Newsletter on Malaria has been finalized and was released and distributed in January 2002.

4- The Geographical Reconnaissance is going on in Hodeida and the Tihama areas of Hajja, Sa’ada, Mahweet, Dhamar and Taiz.

5- The cooperation with the Charitable Society for Social Welfare (indigenous NGO) was activated by launching the bilateral cooperation by which the Society is participating and taking the responsibility of the vector control operations in one of the highly malarious wadis in Taiz governorate: Wadi Warzan under the technical supervision of the national programme. This is an example of partnerships and community participation.

6- The cooperation with “Al Shaabeya” indigenous NGO started in December 2002. This NGO will take the responsibility of the vector control operations in Wadi Ahwar in Abyan governorate which is one of the highly endemic areas in this governorate.

1st Quarter 2002 

1st Quarter 2002

1- In the framework of the high level political commitment, a ministerial decree was issued making the management of any case of malaria free of charge starting from the investigations to the treatment.

2- More than 1000 impregnated mosquito bednets were distributed in Socotra island in the areas under coverage to strengthen the “Multiple Prevention” strategy. The target was mainly pregnant women and children under 5 years old. The distribution followed a training session for the malaria staff in the island first then for the community. A health education campaign went side by side as well.

3- The integrated vector control operations in the rest of Socotra island which was not yet covered were already planned. These included residual house spraying, larviciding and impregnated mosquito bednets. These operations were planned together with a health education plan, malariometric school surveys and entomology surveys.

4- A partnership with one of the international NGOs working for the UNDP in Socotra island (Environment, Natural Resources and Poverty Alleviation For the Population of Socotra Islands) has been initiated. This NGO helped in the financial aspect during the distribution of the bednets and it will fund a training campaign for 17 technicians and spraymen in the malaria eradication programme in the island in April/May 2002.

5- The general outlines of the cooperation with Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine were finalized.

6- The general outlines of the cooperation with the faculty of medicine and health sciences in Sana’a University were finalized.

7- A study on the sensitivity of falciparum malaria to chloroquine conducted in Taiz governorate by the faculty of pharmacy in Sana’a University was supported technically and financially by WHO

8- The supervision visits to Hodeida and Qafr are ongoing and strengthened.

9- 3 Nationals were trained by the WHO entomologist on the identification of Anopheline mosquitoes.

10-  March malariometric school surveys in Tihama (more than 13,000 blood slides) and in Socotra (around 600 blood slides) are going on and the final results are expected by the end of March.
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