Antimalarial  drugs  efficacy  in  I.R.Iran

Malaria  is  still  a  major  health  problem  in  south  east  provinces  namely  Sistan  &  Baluchestan  , Kerman  and  Hormozgan .

The  falciparum  rate  has been  decreased  since  1997 ( FiG.1) .  

There  is  no routine  monitoring  programe  for  antimalarial  drugs  response  according  to  the  WHO  recommended  standard  tests  as  a  national  malaria  surveillance  measure . 

At  present  the  evaluation  of  antimalarial  response  is  limited  to  the  laboratory  checking  of  blood  slides  after  the  first  line  antimalarial   drugs  treatment  . ( without  the  parasite  counting  or  definition  of  resistance  level ) 

Antimalarial  monitoring   is  seriously  planned  as  a  major  malaria  surveillance  indicator  in  the  year  2002 . A  national  workshop  is  being  planned  for  monitoring  therapeutic  efficacy  of  antimalarial  drugs  in  April . 

At  present  the  standard  monitoring  of  antimalarial  drugs  efficacy  is  carried  out  in  two  sites , namely  Bandar  Abbas  &  Iranshahr  Health  Research  Center , which  report  of  these  sentinels  activities  are  shown  in  table 1.

In  Sistan &  Baluchestan  1702  falciparum  cases  have  received  the  first  line  of  antimalarial  drugs  in  2000 , and  of which  275  (13.8%) were  not  sensitive  and  have  been  treated  by  the  second  line  drugs  successfully .  There  were  2345  falciparum  cases  in  1999  which  have  received  chloroquine  and   only  18.4%  of  them  (432  cases)  were  resistant  to  the  first  line  drugs , but  all  of  them  were  completely  cured  by  sulfadoxine  - pyremethamine .

Table 1 . Report  of  two  sentinel  sites  of  antimalarial  drugs  efficacy  in  I.R.Iran
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2000
41
16
39
23
56.1
2
4.9
0
0
25
25
100

2001
46
13
28.3
30
65.2
3
6.5
0
0
33
33
100

