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	PRODUCT REGISTRATION


	•Registration, legislation, and licensing

•All public health pesticides are registered through Department of chemical substances in MRMEWR
•MOH is not responsible for legislation and licensing 

All the dealers have to seek permit for  import, export and use of public health pesticides from the department of chemical substances in MRMEWR the prerequisite for registration are:

1. Present the original MSDS

2. Certificate of  use of chemicals in the country of origin

3. The contingency plan

4. Address of the dealers

5. Necessary governmental documents(Commercial registration, license)

The registration and permit is valid for one year only


	The registration system is not in accordance with WHOPES, and WHO specifications for pesticides (WHO 2002a) were not adopted.
Review of the registration system is needed.
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	PROCUREMENT


	No national guideline for procurement of vector control products. The Five  main agencies  using public health pesticides are:

               --    MoH

· Muscat Municipality

· MRMEWR

· MoD

· Dhofar Municipality
The advice and support were not sought from the vector control professionals in MoH. The products are not necessary matched with WHO specifications and recommendations. Each ministry has its own procedure of purchasing.  The tender documents even in MoH have no article on technical support, maintenance, training and disposal of used containers.


	Needs to unified procurement through tender board

Develop/adapt procurement guideline according to WHO 




ANALYSIS OF NATIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH PESTICIDES MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

USING THE DRAFT WHO GUIDELINES 

	Management elements
	Practices/elements in currently in place
	Challenges/shortfalls/

opportunities for improvement

	FORMULATION & REPACKAGING

	 As there is no production of pesticide in Oman, there is no standards/regulation regarding formulation
	To be considered in the future, if the law permit manufacturing or repackaging of insecticides in Oman.
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	STORAGE & TRANSPORT


	Regulations and laws ensure the proper storage and transport of pesticides and other hazardous chemicals. Codes of practice for transport are monitored by the civil defense department as well as chemical Department of MRMEWR. The specifications for proper storage was developed by MRMEWR and civil defense and monitored through periodic checking and before/after licensing.


	According to the international standards.

Lack of proper training  for handling of pesticides to the drivers

No unified contingency plan for accidents/spill
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	DISTRIBUTION 


	The laws ensure the proper distribution of public health pesticide by the dealers.


	It doesn't cover the governmental organization

WHO  guidelines in the subject needs to be adapted
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	APPLICATION


	No laws/regulation in Oman embarks on the proper application. As well, lacking of expertise in the organizations other than MoH exaggerate the problem of improper handling of pesticides leads to improper application by time and place. There is no routine evaluation of application so the effectiveness is not known. Finally the application is not selective nor targeted in space and time
	Regulation needs to be developed

National authorization to control has to be MoH
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	DISPOSAL


	Disposal is covered by the regulations and laws, but unfortunately there is no facility for disposal at time being.


	 Facility for proper disposal has to be in place
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	MONITORING & SURVEILLANCE

	Post registration activities fall into two components:

1. Monitoring by MRMEWR:

Cross-checking the available records in MRMEWR regarding the dealers and the pesticides (quantity, expiry date and ingredients) with the field visit data. This activity is carried out periodically and in a systematic structured program
	2. Monitoring of  efficacy, safety, and environmental effects:

                   This activity is not covered by the regulations and laws. No agency is responsible about monitoring and reporting the performance of the product, as well as its safe application/use.
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	SURVEILLANCE OF PESTICIDE POISONING 

	Poison control center was established at the DEHME in 2001. The data about poisoning is collected in a standardized form for every poisoning case. The center provides information through a designated telephone line, Fax or e-mail the medical professional on the treatment of poisoning cases. Also the information is available to all those needed.
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	MONITORING PESTICIDE RESISTANCE


	Only in Malaria eradication program, specifically for malaria vectors
	Needs to be developed through:

Strengthen of entomology/vector control section in MoH

Strengthen the entomology lab in MoH

Human resource development through proper training

Providing funds to carry out the new activities
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	QUALITY CONTROL 


	In malaria eradication all pesticides has to be lab & field tested

	The system has to be adopted nationally by law
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	CAPACITY BUILDING 


	Only  in MoH:

1. personnel

2. Materials
3. laboratory
	Not addressed by other agencies

MoH has to lead in this subject for improvement of the system by providing:

Periodical training

licensing
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	PUBLIC EDUCATION

	Well practiced by all agencies using the mass media
	Duplication in implementation

Needs coordination
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	INFORMATION EXCHANGE 


	The links between different agencies through the permanent national committee for chemical substances.
	Inadequate flow of information between different groups of stakeholders.

Needs coordination
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	LICENSING

	MRMEWR laws and regulations ensure the procedure
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