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Regulation of Pesticides in Bahrain

There are mainly two legislative regulatory laws to which pesticides are legally managed in the kingdom of Bahrain.

[1] Legislative Decree 11 of 1989 

in respect of pesticides

This law is comprehensive to all public health pesticides including vector control pesticides, household pesticides, and professional pest control pesticides. It also regulates the use and licensing of agricultural pesticides as well. It concerns about all synthetic or natural chemical compounds used as pesticides to control any type of pest. All specifications in respect to pesticides in this decree are referred to WHO standards and other international recommendations.

This law regulates the following aspects: 

(
Production, Import and Export of Pesticides.

( 
Transportation and Storage of Pesticides.

( 
Specifications of pesticides formulations.

(
Specifications of pesticides containers and packing.

(
Instructions for perfect and detailed labeling of pesticide containers.

(
Registration and licensing of pesticides.

[2] Legislative Decree 21 of 1996

 in respect of the environment

Article 10 of this law, concerns about the use of pesticides in the environment.  the article states that:

“The Spraying or using of pesticides or other chemical compounds for agriculture or public health or for other purposes is prohibited, except after considering the conditions, regulations and guarantees determined by the environmental body in agreement with the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Agriculture, so as to guarantee that the environment shall not be directly or indirectly affected, neither at present nor in the future by the damaging effects of such pesticides or chemical compounds.” 
[3] Legislations concerning POPs


(
In respect of elimination or reduction of POPs in accordance with the Stockholm convention, the Kingdom of Bahrain has already signed on the convention, and worked out on the National Implementation Plan project (NIP). 

(
No national legislative laws that are specific concerning the use or management of POPs in general or POPs pesticides in particular.

Usage of POPs Pesticides in Bahrain

IN THE OLD DAYS

(
DDT was introduced in 1947 as residual spray to control malaria vectors when malaria was meso-endemic in Bahrain. By the end of 1971, when malaria vectors at that time developed resistance to this compound, the use of DDT was discontinued.

(
Dieldrin was used by the beginning of 1972, to replace the DDT for house spraying as residual adulticide. Dieldrin was phased out on 1980, and replaced with organophosphorus compounds like Malathion, Somithion or Parathion since the beginning of 1980 and until the year 2000.

AT PRESENT
(
Use of POPs in Bahrain was almost prohibited since more than 10 years ago. We however, in the Ministry of Health on some limited occasions, authorize the importation of such pesticides to be used only for termite control. 

· Very limited quantities of Dieldrin were only authorized for reputable pest control companies whom we trust that dieldrin will only be used in limited circumstances and by professional PCOs

.

(
From now on, we intend to completely ban the use of any POP pesticide including the DDT. Replacements will be suggested for private sector and help them on selection of the right alternative pesticide or method to eliminate the dependency on POPs for termite control.

Usage and Users 

Of Public Health Pesticides 

In the Kingdom of Bahrain

1. Ministry of Health

Vector Control Group at the Public Health Directorate uses pesticides to control malaria vectors, rodents and other and insects of medical importance. Procurement of pesticides for malaria and vector control is based on scientific criteria, that includes lab testing in an entomological laboratory, in addition to consideration of chemical group, formulation, brand, country of origin and so on. The final selection however is sometimes affected by the price variation between brands and sources.

Types and Quantities of pesticides are recorded in an accurate manner and documented for further reference when needed by either the ministry or other parties such as WHO or researchers.

2. Ministry of Municipalities and Agriculture Affairs

The Plant Protection Group at the Directorate of Agriculture is the only official body that mainly decides and regulates the procurement and usage of agricultural pesticides in the kingdom. In addition, this authority licenses and permit the use of agricultural and household pesticides to be marketed and used by the private sector without the consultation with other parties having common aspects like the Ministry of Health, except for the pesticides that are considered as professional pesticides, particularly chemicals used for controlling termites in structural pests. 

3. Private Pest Control Sector 

This sector represents very few professional companies that have well experienced staff and some other pest control establishments with fair experienced staff that can do the job without knowing the deference between the good and the better. The later (Cleaning and Maintenance Establishments) mainly do the pest control just as an extra service (sometimes free of charge) to the main job while doing the household cleaning. 

This sector, we believe that it should be given more attention, and regulated by legislations and must be observed by a professional body. 

4. Users of Household Pesticides 

Household pesticides are available for sale in almost every cold store and in all super stores. Importers are licensed for each individual brand for two years that can be renewed for further two years if no changes or modifications are applied to the licensed product. No quality control is being practiced in the kingdom because of the lack of professional labs and trained technicians to do so. The quality and accuracy of components are dependent on what is provided by the producing company and submitted by registrant. Labels of containers in most cases are unreadable except by an electronic microscope. Clear composition is not verified in many cases.

This situation is not due to lack of legislation but due to the lack of application and lack of needed technology and quality control means. We are not sure if POPs are being used or added without mention. This is an unacceptable status in this century that must be rectified with the aid and guidance of the WHO and the GEF as soon as possible.

A Prospectus to Better Management  

Of Public Health Pesticides In Bahrain.
· Regulation of pesticides must be looked at as a process to protect society from the adverse effects of pesticides without denying access to the benefits of their uses.

· The registration process must not always only be carried out through the assessment of data provided by the registrant, but also verified through the technical data obtained by the responsible authority.


· Decisions regarding legislation, registration procedures and management of pesticides in general, and professional pesticides in particular, are to be made by a committee (eg. a board or an advisory Committee), in which all concerned authorities like ministry of agriculture, ministry of health, ministry of commerce and Environment Protection Council are to be represented. This committee may be responsible for the final decisions or proposals and recommendations to the governmental officials.

· The ministry of health must be considered as an active member of the pesticide committee, and must be allowed to take a leading role in the assessment and evaluation of the public health pesticides intended for use in the country in general and particularly for vector control operations carried out by malaria and vector control group.

· The ministry of health with the assistance of national regulatory authorities should develop policies and guidelines propose legislative bases for the perfect and cost-effective management of public health pestices.

· Quality control laboratory and qualified staff is to be considered as an important and helpful project to assess in evaluation and monitoring the use of pesticides in the kingdom. 
END OF REPORT
