Oman’s experience in malaria
eradication hailed at WHO meet

By A Stalf Reporter

MURBCAT Crman's suceess
i malaria  eraclicalion  was
pravsed 2l & meeting ol
Manennl Malaria Fresgranune
Monagers hesied by b Wiorkl
Healib Crganisation (WHL
Ihe Crowne Plaza Halel vesler-
iliw,

v Hussecin A Gezary,
WHIOS Hegional Earcaior for
e Eazwern Medoceranean
Repion. praized the povern-
ment’'s “hanl woek” in molling
hack malaria in ihe Suelianate.

“halaria was hiphly erelim
1z im Cenan unial mecendly: on the
13EE axoumd 300 clomcal
cased of the dimease wers
eecorded each vean A malama
ceadicarion Py awas sl
e 1%, and rl_:-l:::l.l.'il'l:"_ e
sirong poliiiznl suppan zml g
great deal of hard wook and
edication. the siluation
mmgproved  radically and Focal

IEAASMIEEGa 19 now inltrmpd-
eil.” O Gezairy staied.

Aroursl B0 delegaics fooin
cauniries in Barope, Africa and
South East Asia are adending
the five-ifzy conferenos, which
% reviewing mational  and
megional Srabepees o conybal-
ing malasza, A nuntber of inne-
ratbaal and regional  pamner
arpnnisations, such as Unicef
arel Oixfam, are represented as
well

Saif al Kawahw, Under
Seeretary  for Finance  and
Adiminisative Aflaies av the
Minisiny of Haolch. insuguransd
the meeting, Oman's experi-
ence in brinping down malario
froem 320600 Incal cnsaes in 1950
la zero-incidance in 2001 was
pullined by Dr Salim bin Saicl
al  Wahatky, Direclor  of
Enviranmenlal  Flealth  and
tlabirin Eradicanont.

Lilcbally, malang sepresenis
s st pressing healib prob-
lern 1o =ocinl anid ecanamic

accorling o
WH. Kalaria keeps the poor
praple peor and Is o major
cause of ineguity in the workl.
In the Enstern Mediterranea
Rapion, an cstiinwted 135 nwl-

dezyvelopment,

lion coses ol malaria coour
anrmally, killing 43,000 people
CYLTY YU

Pl Back Rlalaria (RERT
was jnitiated an 1995 as a glob-
al parnershap with e goal of
halvimg the global malana bar-
den by BHUE, The UM Geperal
Aszzmhly hos declored 2001
DRI ke ‘Drzcmle 1o Rall Rack
Malaria in developing coun-
trics, particularly in Africa’,

reflecting he sipnificance of |

malaria a5 eae ol ke major
infecticus discase greblems ol
the 2kh cenrury )
According 1w Dy Ciczairy,
the “mazlariz srewih penaliy' is
as high as 1.5 per cont of ocio-
e growth per anoom i
Adescan countries south of the
Sahnrn, Thus, nalana con-

tributes 1 an ever-widsning
gap in prosperity befwsen the
makiria-endzmic and  the
ralaca-lres warlsl.

Malara allects primarily
impoverished, disadvanlage:
goanerics — almoes] 40 per cerl
ol all mnlarin deaths are con-
ventrzfed amoeng the poonsst 20
per cent ol the woeld's peopls,
e highest association of any
disense an any calcgory wilh
poverly,

Stressing the need lor con-
cerled  actian . apainst  the
secarge, he said: “We now fhos
the challenge of mabilising a

glabal effea woake s cv-
dence-hased appreachkes (o full
seale. The crenlzn of 2 Glakal
Fund [ee Adds, tuberculoziz and
annlari repressnls an CrRontous
chalbenge fo WHO tm suppe-
ing oountfics o develop and
implemsns evidense-hysed
plans {e rell hack malaria™
Effesiive comtrol ncasunes,
interventiaon eals and access
effcctive orestment will be dis-
cuassed ar 1he RMuscal lomum.
“We have elfective lanls o
reduce b risk of sxpoasure,
minmely insedheede-lrealexd
malemials, such as nets amd cur-
tains, and selective uss of
indear resideal  Spraying.
Presamplive islermitlent lreat-
ment in prepnancy ored mrl}'
coess o effestive Ioeatiment
preatly reduce the impact of the
discase,” O Gezainy remarked




