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Letter from the Editor

Asrevealed earlier, with this issue of the Eastern Mediterranean Health Journal (EMH]), we are very pleased to announce the
launch of the Journal with a new and fresh look. The newly-formed Editorial Board of EMH] decided in its first meeting in
September 2009 that from January 2010 the Journal will be published monthly in a new design and size. The new format of EMH]
was selected by the Board from a number of designs received in response to an announcement for open competition for the design

of the Journal as approved by the Regional Director.
Publication of EMH] was initiated by the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean in 1995 to provide a forum

for the publication of research papers on a diverse range of medical topics, to present and promote new policies and initiatives

in health services, and to exchange ideas, concepts, epidemiological data, research findings, and other information with special
reference to the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region. Additionally, the Journal seeks to enable health professionals in all fields
to remain informed of developments in the many areas of medicine and public health. The target audience of EMH] includes
health professionals, medical and other health educational institutes, governmental and nongovernmental organizations in the
area of public health, and interested individuals within and outside the Region. Papers published by the Journal should pertain to
public health-related biomedical or technical subjects within the field of work of WHO, with particular relevance to the Eastern
Mediterranean Region.

Since its inception, EMH] has gone from 2 issues per year to 6, and from very few submissions to over 500 hundred per year in
recent years. The Journal has been published in single issues, combined issues and special issues. In the past several years, 170—180
papers have been published per year in 6 bi-monthly issues. However, since its first issue, the Journal had not changed at all in
format and only minimally in content in order to accommodate more papers. In its new form, EMH] will continue its distinct role
in bringing a multitude of health research fields together, with a common focus on research for health. Owing to a high submission
rate and in order to assure good quality, EMH] has made its peer-review process more stringent, with rigorous initial screening

of the articles and expert review by at least by two qualified referees. Therefore, future acceptance of articles submitted to EMH]
will depend strictly on the vision, quality of research, creativity and collaborative nature of the research topics. EMH] welcomes
innovative, interdisciplinary research for health that is reliable as well as useful. Furthermore, the Journal envisages new sections for

advocacy and policy papers, as strongly recommended by the Editorial Board.
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