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Letter from the Editor

It is with great pleasure that we welcome the new Editorial Board of EMHJ,
with Dr Belgacem Sabri as the Chair of the Board and Editor-in-Chief. Dr
Sabri is presently Director of the Division of Health Systems and Services
Development in the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean.
He has a vast experience of public health, health systems research, health
economics and human resources management. Dr Sabri has published sev-
eral valuable papers on equity in access to health services using the social
determinants of health approach and regional research findings. We look
forward to the further success of EMHJ in the very capable hands of Dr
Sabri and the other highly talented members of the Editorial Board. The
names of our esteemed Editorial Board members can be seen on the third
page of every issue.

In its first meeting held in September this year, the EMHJ Editorial
Board inter alia recommended to widen the scope of the Journal and shift
the focus away from medicalization and onto health and health develop-
ment, bringing in more research for health and advocacy papers and
other sections. While the Board believed that the focus on research should
remain, it felt that the Journal should not be limited solely to research.

A pressing issue facing the Journal at the moment is the time from
receipt of a paper to its publication. There are nearly 300 accepted papers
awaiting publication. The Board particularly emphasized that reducing the
backlog should be the priority for 2010 and preparation should be started to
extend the content and to introduce theme/supplementary issues for 2011.
Therefore, from 2010, the Journal will be published monthly with a new

design and size.

In order for EMHJ not only to remain the premier health journal in the
Region but also to enhance its reputation, we need to focus on selecting and
attracting the highest quality papers. Regrettably many papers submitted
still fall short on a number of counts (in terms of study design, methodol-
ogy, statistical analysis, etc.). Additionally, to ensure a high standard of
papers requires quality peer review. In this context EMHJ will be organ-
izing in 2010-2011 a number of regional and national training workshops
on writing and publishing a journal article and peer reviewing articles on
research for health.

Y~~<\‘o;4,.8\4ﬁw&lw\‘@w\w\m‘bﬂ\éde\M\



Eastern Mediterranean Health Journal, Vol. 15, No. 5, 2009 1057

ool e Al

G o doeall doeadd spud | el i el Of sl &le Rt
W}jf&!wmbjéwﬁw ).S.U\L@J ;;J\J‘l’—“‘)-‘l‘
2 e e oaie ol I 231 8 (5 e ) S J*WJ 2 )
M\MLA\@HNY\&\&M\UuJA—UM\H@J\
M‘vu\uchww\w\dgdwbowé@‘“ ‘4.;“&5\
ool e 5 Sl 5084 2 sl G ls] g cdonall lslaBY |
O sll deslae Vb dmall Sl e J sttt G315l J s dadll & ol
MY\ "’)’“J‘u"-""”“dj‘ 5Ll J.“j u\>=..a.U 4..9\(931\ ub.\;d\
J‘pﬁﬁlﬁ""sﬂu“’ub WI@J\yﬁJ\M&W‘ybjgﬂjﬁﬂ\
RNFH{INRPAN e e S e &) daial)
J,.@..i&éla.wj:l\dﬁ.lM\M|ﬂﬁwmm&;ﬂ\djwt\:¢\ﬂ&b
@gq@wuw;w,ﬁ.ﬂmwwww\mww/djm
M\j‘aﬁw\ \}l\L}oJLMY\wufo&ij\uu@\dUm
J.SJJ\L;)\NY\U}J.,@&J_,J}J\uuﬁyé.ﬂ\w}\gj (’L'“’wu"’
Muﬂ\&& Y\WM\QLM\N%bcuﬁJ\J&
ry\:«:\ugs\?.cJJ\qu.d\4&\)\9&}3\&;&4\%}@&9\0&\QW\&)
..Uj N\P}dﬂ\&;))b@)j300}>ujwcuﬂuujg,;:ﬁs\o)j
db,wu@m%m bdmﬂjy‘¢w\&fb(’}§~ufﬂ‘wuﬁ‘
ERANCY slaed Jb—;‘})} ) g g2 VL2 CM»),J slas i (o (ieS| A
v—"’ﬁwbwd’d‘ﬂwzomrbu‘bwbr—'uﬂﬁ~2010(’L°
e
L;LL)Y\M\M\;f@;&‘bjﬂl\gﬂw\&d\d&ydﬁ)
)b\&ﬁﬂ\d%wcww\y\jﬁwd\l@bob v.\b\[\
u\AJWJ;L:M'YIWUa)wpwubo;yuﬂ\d\”\Ce)\u\.i.}\j
ubd\\.,\.Aé(g.UJ‘_L‘LA}«JL&Y\MUWJM\)JNMW
;)MJJ\w\fagf\ﬂa&cwjﬁwwuwd\)j\&djaa;\o\rao\
ébﬂ\éﬂ@@\M\W;M\\M&;} 42.§La.5\o.>}$-\JyLalLa.ej
LS J s dadBNp Lods ol Ay yued) ddeadl olaldh ] s 150 2011 - 2010 4502
Qﬂ\d@éoyweW)\Z»\yJ?jcQM\LQbLL}ULEAJ&JJ
el o g

V'"\coJw‘cﬂw&\w\c@w\w\Mcbfl\éfUZ\M\M\



