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Letter from the Editor

The World Health Organization (WHO) has a mandate in its constitution to
promote and conduct research in health as well as to promote cooperation
among scientific and professional groups which contribute to the advance-
ment of health. The research activities are spread across different depart-
ments and programmes, between Headquarters, regions and countries, and
implemented through diverse institutional arrangements, partnerships, and

collaborations.
The WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean initiated its

health research activities in the late 1960s, by assisting and promoting
medical and health research in the Region, as deemed appropriate and fea-
sible. The Eastern Mediterranean Advisory Committee on Health Research
(EM ACHR) (previously the Eastern Mediterranean Advisory Committee
on Biomedical Research) was formed by the Regional Director as a result
of a proposal by the WHO Committee on Medical Research, supported by
a resolution of the World Health Assembly (WHA).

The Regional Advisory Committee on Health Research comprises sen-

ior and outstanding researchers from the Region and represents a balanced
disciplinary and geographical distribution. The Committee has a mandate
to provide advice to the Regional Director on all issues and matters related
to health research and development in the Region, in accordance with its
terms of reference specified by the Regional Director. The 24th session of
the EM ACHR will be held on 8-9 March 2009.

In recognition of the increased importance accorded to research for

health, particularly to health systems research, as a result of the Mexico
Ministerial Summit on Health Research in 2004, reiterated in the Bamako
“Call to Action and Communiqué” in 2008, and taking into account the
diversity in health patterns in the Region, it is imperative that the Region
renew its strategy on research for health. To this end, an exercise for map-
ping research activities has been initiated aimed at creating a comparative
measure of the activity of programmes and the role of the Regional Office
in supporting research and capacity-building.

Proposals for regional and national research for health strategies, with

a focus on WHO research strategy, will be one of the key items on the
agenda of the 24th session of the EM ACHR. The WHO research strategy
was prepared in response to a resolution of the WHA on WHO’s role and
responsibilities in health research and approved by the WHO Executive
Board; it will be presented to the 62nd WHA in May 2009. The Regional
Office would like to work in close collaboration with WHO HQ, other
WHO regions, partners and Member States in the Region to implement the
WHO research strategy.
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