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Letter from the Editor

Article 2(n) of the World Health Organization (WHO) Constitution states
that a function of WHO is “to promote and conduct research in the field of
health”. However, health research in the Region and generally in develop-
ing countries has been weak. Thus in 2000 the Regional Office put forward
arenewed policy for health research and development in the Region, which
highlighted the need for health research systems that promote the use of
research to provide evidence for decision-making, policy formulation and
actions. Of course, health research systems do not operate in isolation and
rely on interaction with many other sectors in order for research to result
in health benefits for the people. To improve health research systems, we
need information on the current situation, and we include in this issue a
paper reporting on a WHO/Council on Health Research for Development
collaboration which looked at health research systems in 10 countries of
the Region as a first step towards strengthening these systems.

On the international front, the Global Ministerial Forum on Research
for Health, of which WHO is a co-organizer, is being held in November
2008. The key objectives of the Forum are to: strengthen leadership for
health, equity and development; engage all relevant constituencies in
research and innovation for health; and increase accountability of research
systems. The Forum will bring together all key stakeholders with the aim
of generating an action plan to strengthen research for health, development
and equity.

An area where research is greatly needed is tuberculosis (TB) as,
despite recent progress, it remains a significant public health problem.
Indeed, a recent WHO survey reports the highest rates of drug-resistant
TB to date. We are pleased therefore to include here 2 TB studies that
provide much-needed information: one that determined the annual risk of
TB infection in Somalia and another that assessed delays in diagnosis and
treatment of new TB cases in the Syrian Arab Republic.

One of the key messages of the 2008 World TB Day was the pressing
need to commit funds to finding new drugs, diagnostic tests and vaccines
because those that are available have been around for many years and have
serious shortcomings. Simpler, faster drug regimens for all forms of TB;
rapid, more accurate diagnostic tools; and an effective vaccine for people
of all ages are urgently required.
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