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5 December 2021 – The conflict in Yemen has taken a dreadful toll on the health infrastructure.
Almost 7 years of active conflict has impaired the availability and quality of health services to
the most vulnerable. Leaving over 20 million civilians in need of health assistance. If that is not
enough, the emergence of COVID-19 has exacerbated existing pressure on health facilities and
civilians who barely have access to basic health services. 
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WHO has led the health efforts during such difficult times along with the Health Cluster and
local health authorities to mitigate the risks and strengthen the health system in one of the most
complex operational environments. 

  

In partnership with the King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre (KSrelief), and as part
of large-scale efforts to support health in Yemen, WHO leads the Essential Health Services
Project – a US$ 20 500 000 project that aims to enhance Health Cluster coordination and
improve access to the Minimum Service Package in vulnerable and priority districts across the
country.

  

WHO and KSrelief, through this project, support Lawdar hospital in the Abian governorate. Dr
Nabil Hussein is the Director of Lawdar hospital. He has been working at the hospital for 25
years now. “We receive 200 to 250 cases per day. Which exceeds our operational capacity,” he
says. 

  

Hundreds of people come to Lawdar hospital from surrounding districts to seek medical care,
specifically surgical care as it is the only hospital that offers surgical care in the area. 

  

“The pressure is extreme and the resources are scarce. But we ensure our best effort as much
as operational capacity allows. The hospital is in dire need of more health staff and specialized
health care professionals due to the pressure and the number of patients coming in. More
needs to be done, and we are looking forward to continued support by WHO and KSrelief,” Dr
Nabil adds.  

  

“We are grateful for the continued dedication of WHO in such difficult circumstances. The
support we received has been substantial. The hospital has been equipped with machines,
medical and non-medical supplies. The efforts also included support to our therapeutic feeding
centre and the COVID-19 isolation units. Not to mention the highly beneficial quality care
training that was offered to health staff in the hospital,” he says. 

  

Through the Minimum Service Package, WHO was able to provide medical supplies, medicines,
laboratory supplies, oxygen supply and medical equipment to targeted health facilities. This has
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ensured improved access to quality health services and technologies are available for over 6
million people in need. In addition, the project ensured provision of fuel and a safe water supply
to maintain functionality of health facilities and crucial delivery of health care services. 

  

The project helps support increased access to medical care and essential health services and
improved quality of health care services in 19 health facilities. Aiming to reach approximately
2.3 million people through the project activities. In addition to supporting 206 health facilities
with fuel, which in turn supported access to health care for over 733 000 people. Through the
Minimum Service Package, 1.2 million consultations were conducted of which 74 000 were
consultations for internally displaced persons (IDPs). Through the project, computed
tomography scan (CT scan) and magnetic resonance angiogram (MRA) were provided to
targeted health facilities, assisting around 73 000 patients seeking medical care at these
facilities each month. 

  

The project supports the operational needs of 26 emergency operation centres across Yemen
that play a pivotal role in providing real-time information, assessing the needs and the
COVID-19 response, receiving alerts, as well as coordinating and managing response
interventions. This helps promote integrated preparedness and response operations with 36
partners across UN and non-UN organizations.
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