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3 December 2016 – The theme for the International Day of Persons with Disabilities in 2016 is
“Achieving 17 Goals for the Future We Want”, noting the 2030 global development agenda and
its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The essence of these goals lies in promoting
and creating an inclusive, accessible and equitable world for everyone, leaving no one behind. 

  

Since 1992, the Day, proclaimed by United Nations General Assembly resolution 47/3, has
been observed on 3 December every year across the world. The aim is to promote the dignity,
rights and well-being of persons with disabilities and raise awareness of benefits resulting from
the integration of persons with disabilities in all aspects of life; political, social, economic and
cultural.

  

This year the Day gains more significance. This year, 2016, marks the 10th anniversary of the
adoption of the United Nations Convention on the Rights and Persons with Disabilities, as a
human rights instrument with an explicit, social development dimension. In addition, in October
2016, the Sixty-third Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean Region adopted
resolution EM/RC63/R.3 on “Improving access to assistive technology”.
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The WHO/World Bank World report on disabilities shows that an estimated 15% of the world’s
population lives with some form of disability. Based on these calculations, over 97 million
persons are estimated to be living with disabilities in the Eastern Mediterranean Region.

  

The Day is an opportunity to reaffirm the commitment to continue to support national, regional
and global efforts for inclusion and equal opportunities for persons with disabilities at all levels
particularly through inclusive health systems and universal health coverage for all.

  Related links
  

International Day of Persons with Disabilities

  

United Nations General Assembly resolution 47/3

  

EM/RC63/R.3 Improving access to assistive technology  | Arabic  | French

  

Better health for persons with disabilities

  

The Global Cooperation on Assistive Technology (GATE)

  

WHO global disability action plan 2014–2021: Better health for all people with disability

  

United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities&nbsp;

  

Assistive products and the Sustainable Development Goals
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http://www.un.org/en/events/disabilitiesday/
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/47/a47r003.htm
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/RC63_Resolutions_2016_R3_19120_EN.pdf?ua=1
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/RC63_Resolutions_2016_R3_19119_AR.pdf?ua=1%20
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/RC63_Resolutions_2016_R3_19121_FR.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/disabilities/infographic/en/
http://www.who.int/phi/implementation/assistive_technology/phi_gate/en/
http://www.who.int/disabilities/actionplan/en/
http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/convention/convoptprot-e.pdf
http://www.readcube.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-016-0220-6?author_access_token=HbGqhqK626ZjNU6gvBmMz2_BpE1tBhCbnbw3BuzI2RNPVeZJAAcBdh9HHaVO6HVVOHrglWnYt9Ueyk7W--dZuOc8O7VhyVkkJmhas2i6bGo729ZRXsd6mrI0z059F8421__PZ-2YN0qr5hs9E6L8pw%3D%3D

