WHO EMRO | WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean pays a visit to Somalia

Director of Business and Operations Services of the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern
Mediterranean Dr Sussan Bassiri, WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean Dr
Ahmed Al-Mandhari, Federal Minister of Health and Human Services HE Dr Fawziya Abikar
Nur, and WHO Representative in Somalia Dr Mamunur Rahman Malik. WHO Somalia/Fouzia
Bano

Mogadishu, 9 May 2022 — On 9 May 2022, the World Health Organization (WHO) Regional
Director for the Eastern Mediterranean Dr Ahmed Al-Mandhari arrived in Somalia for a 3-day
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visit. He was accompanied by the Director of Business and Operations Services of the WHO
Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean Dr Sussan Bassiri.

The Federal Minister of Health and Human Services HE Dr Fawziya Abikar Nur other high-level
government officials and the WHO Representative to Somalia Dr Mamunur Rahman Malik
extended a warm welcome to Dr Al-Mandhari, who is visiting Somalia for the second time since
2019. He is visiting Somalia at a time when the country is rolling out an Essential Package of
Health Services (EPHS 2020). The development and implementation of the EPHS 2020 is seen
as the largest public sector project in the history of Somalia that aims to increase access to
health care, improve health services delivery and coverage using the primary health care
approach. WHO has supported the development of the EPHS 2020 of Somalia through a broad
range of technical support involving its Regional Office and headquarters, which includes a
burden of disease analysis costing, as well as design of cost-effective but high-impact
interventions to be delivered at different levels of care. The EPHS 2020 will be financed by the
World Bank and the Global Financing Facility over the next 5 years over a budget outlay of US$
100 million. The EPHS 2020 will be the main driver of the country to achieve universal health
coverage.

The WHO country office will continue to support the Ministry of Health and Human Services of
the Federal Government of Somalia to roll out the EPHS in the country, as well as the delivery
of other impactful interventions to protect health, save lives and build a resilient health systems
through its recently developed "Country Cooperation Strategy for WHO and Somalia
2021-2025".
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Note to ec

Please see the link below for additional information on the WHO Regional Director’s last
mission to Somalia, in September 2019, where Dr Ahmed Al-Mandhari launched the country’s
roadmap to universal health coverage, together with the Federal Minister of Health and Human
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Services and WHO Representative to Somalia.

WHO EMRO | WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean concludes visit to
Somalia | News | Media centre
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