WHO EMRO | Somalia expands surveillance to better track COVID-19 outbreak

10 June 2020 — Somalia continues its fight against COVID-19 which has so far infected over
2300 people and killed 83. The fragile and weakened health system is being overwhelmed by
demands for patient care in light of the pandemic, and Somalia has recorded the highest death
toll among East African countries.

The surveillance system’s ability to rapidly detect, trace, track and test cases is being
challenged. In the absence of a functional disease surveillance system in the country, the Early
Warning, Alert and Response Network (EWARN), established in 2008 and reactivated as a
web-based electronic early warning system for disease outbreaks in 2017, has been expanded
to early detect suspected cases of COVID-19 in in both primary and secondary level health care
centres across the country.
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