WHO EMRO | Somalia conducts successful first immunization campaign amid COVID-19

3 w/ \ —

17 September 2020 — From 30 August to 3 September, Somalia conducted an integrated
measles and polio campaign in the Banadir region — the first immunization campaign held since
the COVID-19 pandemic had reached Somalia. Over the last 6 months, health workers have
been fully engaged in fighting the pandemic. This campaign, conducted observing all necessary
safety measures amid COVID-19, was a chance to get back on track in protectlng children who
have missed out on vital immunizations. 2/11 : ' '

The campaign was conducted by Somalia’s Federal Ministry of Health, with technical support
from WHO and UNICEF, and financial support from the Global Polio Eradication Initiative and
GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance. This particular campaign had initially been scheduled to take place
in 2019 as part of a nationwide effort, but was postponed due to technical challenges. 3/
11

Ahead of the campaign, vaccines were procured and stored in optimum cool conditions.
Microplans and maps were updated to help vaccinators reach all children at health facilities and
fixed outreach sites. Building population immunity to polio and measles is extremely important in
Somalia: Since the start of the year, 744 children in Banadir have contracted measles,
accounting for half of the cases nationwide. Two forms of polioviruses, in circulation in Somalia
since the end of 2017, have caused paralysis in 19 children across the country. 4/11
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