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* In Afghanistan, 1 in 3 people are hungry and 2 million children arell malnourished. With
drought, pandemic and conflict,0 the food security situationd will continue to worsen and hunger
will rise.

In Somalia, 2.7 million people cannot meet their daily food requirements today and require
urgent humanitarian assistance, with more than half a million on the brink of famine. Another 2.7
million Somalis need livelihood support to keep from sliding into crisis. An estimated 300 000
children under 5 are malnourished, including 48 000 who are severely malnourished and face a
high risk of disease and death.

In Sudan, a large number of displaced people, including refugees from neighbouring countries,
a volatile economic situation, increased climate variability, environmental degradation, disease
outbreaks, malnutrition, gender inequality and the risk of relapse back into potential conflict
present significant hunger challenges. 13.4 million people require humanitarian support in 2021,
including 9.8 million people who are food insecure. Sudan continues to face persistently high
levels of acute malnutrition and stunting, which constitute a significant public health problem.

In the Syrian Arab Republic, families across the country are facing unprecedented levels of
poverty and food insecurity. More Syrians are struggling to put food on their tables today than
ever before. It is estimated that 12.4 million Syrians are now food insecure. This is an increase
of 4.5 million in the last year alone and the highest number ever recorded.

In Yemen, the current level of hunger is unprecedented and is causing severe hardship for
millions of people. Despite ongoing humanitarian assistance, 17.4 million Yemenis are food
insecure. The number of food insecure people is projected to go up to 19 million by December
2022.

Contact

For more information, please contact:
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Dr Ayoub Al-Jawaldeh, Regional Adviser for Nutrition

WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean, Cairo, Egypt

Phone: +20 106 921 3696

Email: aljawaldeha@who.int

Tamara Nanitashvili, Food Systems and Nutrition Officer

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) Near East and North Africa
Region

Phone: +20 101 172 1012

Email: tamara.nanitashvili@fao.org

Salim Oweis, Regional Communications Officer

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

Phone: +962 79 867 4628

Email: soweis@unicef.org
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Sabah Barigou, Regional Adviser for Nutrition, HIV and School Based Programme

World Food Programme (WFP) Middle East and North Africa and Eastern Europe Region

Email: sabah.barigou@wfp.org

Call to action to address undernutritiond[
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