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The population-based cancer registry collects data on every person with cancer in a defined
population, usually comprising people resident in a well-defined geographical region. The
cooperation of the medical profession and health care services is vital to the success of cancer
registration. The population-based cancer registry provides incidence rates and the emphasis is
on epidemiology and public health.

  

A major source of information and advice about population-based cancer registries and
international data from such registries is the International Agency for Research on Cancer
(IARC) , a part of WHO, Located in Lyon, France,
IARC should be called upon to assist in any planned development or reorganization of a cancer
registry.

  

The emphasis of a cancer registry should be on the quality of the data collected, rather than on
the quantity. Some of the most successful and productive registries collect only a very limited
amount of data for each patient. Registries in developing countries should collect only the basic
information common to all registries. This includes subject identification (including age and sex),
ethnicity, incidence date, site and histology of the tumour, and the most valid basis of diagnosis.
Other items, which are extremely useful, include the extent of disease (stage) and disease
outcome for survival.

  

The establishment of a population-based cancer registry is highly desirable in the development
of a National Cancer Control Programme. Such registries are useful in the context of
documenting cancer patterns in a given region/country, in measuring the cancer burden and in
studying survival from cancer as well as in evaluating trends in the incidence of cancers over
time. Thus, they are valuable for the evaluation of National Cancer Control Programmes.

  

Hospital-based information systems provide valuable sources of information regarding methods
of diagnosis, stage distribution, treatment methods, response to treatment, and survival,
although accurate information on cancer incidence is unobtainable because of case referral and
population coverage issues.
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http://www.iarc.fr/
http://www.iarc.fr/
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=4657:cancer-registration&amp;catid=711:information-resources&amp;Itemid=1011
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