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Erbil, 26 September 2019 – The World Health Organization (WHO), in partnership with theMinistry of Health in Kurdistan Region of Iraq, today celebrated the opening of the paediatricintensive care and neonatal gastroenterology and semi-intensive care unit in Raparin PediatricHospital in Erbil.  The paediatric intensive and semi-intensive care units, with support from WHO, will providespecialized quality care services for infants and children from Syria, internally displacedpopulation (IDPs), and the host community. The units have been supplied with advancedmedical equipment to manage between 20 and 30 cases of gastrointestinal disease per month.  “The rehabilitation and equipping of the pediatric and infants intensive care units in RaparinPediatric Hospital is only one result of excellent collaboration and coordination between WHOand the Ministry of Health in the Kurdistan region of Iraq,” said Dr Adham Ismail Abdel Moniem,acting WHO Representative in Iraq.  “We believe that such a contribution will save the lives of infants and relieve pressure onpaediatric health facilities serving IDPs, refugees and the local community in governorates ofthe region,” Dr Abdel Moneim added.  WHO support to the neonatal intensive care unit included an additional 4 beds, 4 ventilators, 6monitoring devices, in addition to planned training to build the capacity of paediatric doctors inthe area of neonatal intensive care services.  The neonatal semi-intensive care unit has for 35 patients. The unit has been newly furnishedwith an additional 10 medical monitoring devices, 10 infant incubators, 6 infant phototherapy, 3continuous positive airway pressure devices, and 3 spiral phototherapy machines.  WHO support also included equipping the hospital with additional devices such as ultrasonicnebulizers and syringe pump and other items.  The outpatient, emergency and surgical units in Raparin Paediatric Hospital receive an averageof 1000 to 1500 children daily, with between 150 and 170 admissions a day. Approximately,40% of patients are Syrian refugees and internally displaced children.  WHO support to this paediatric health facility was made possible through the generouscontribution from the U.S. Department of State Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration.  For more information, please contact:  Ajyal SultanyWHO Communications Officer(+964) 7740 892 878sultanya@who.int  Pauline AjelloWHO Communications Officer(+964) 7729 877 288ajellopa@who.in  Holly WilkersonProgramme OfficerIraq, Bureau of Population, Refugees, and MigrationWilkersonHD@state.gov  Related links
  

More support needed to ensure accessible quality health services for Syrian refugees in Iraq

  

Improving the health response for Syrian refugees in Iraq

  

Follow WHO on Twitter and Facebook ; Watch our  WHO Youtube  videos; Catch us on
WHO’s  Instagram  acco
un t

  

Sign up  here  to subscribe to the WHO media list (username & password: media)

  

About WHO

  

WHO is a specialized public health organization mandated to provide the most reliable and
evidence-based technical assistance, strategic and operational guidance to countries
worldwide.

  

WHO works closely with the Ministry of Health of Iraq and related sectors on a daily bases to
identify priorities and guide the health sector on preparedness, effective and efficient response
to health and health care requirements.

  

For more information on WHO and its work in Iraq, please visit: http://www.emro.who.int/countr
ies/irq/index.html
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