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The WHO-led campaign opened in the presence of local health officials and representatives
from the Ministry of HealthBaghdad, Irag, 10 August 2020 — Yesterday, the World Health
Organization (WHO) and the Ministry of Health of Iraq launched the second phase of a
COVID-19 awareness-raising campaign in the heavily populated, high-risk areas of Thi Qar and
Missan, south of Baghdad. The campaign “Your health is important” will be extended later in the
month to Basra, Wasit, and to Sulaymaniyah, north of the capital Baghdad.

Six hundred and fifty (650) community volunteers, including the community police working under
the supervision of WHQO’s implementing partners, the United Iraqi Medical Society and Ministry
of Youth and Sports, will support the campaign. The teams will distribute more than 360 000
Information, Education and Communication materials, and personal protective equipment to
approximately 5 million people in the 5 governorates. Influential figures, including religious
leaders, athletes, artists and journalists, are all lending their support to the campaign.

"Together with our partners, we aim to reach as many people as possible in high-risk areas for
COVID-19 with messages on how people can protect themselves and others during this
pandemic. The 5 governorates were selected due to an increase in the numbers being reported.
WHO and its partners want to see the number of cases dramatically reduced, which is only
possible when communities understand how the disease spreads and how transmission can be
prevented,” said Dr Adham Ismail, WHO Representative in Iraq. “Being armed with knowledge
is essential, but having the tools to prevent the disease is another critical component, which is
why WHO and our partners will provide facemasks, gloves and sanitizers to ensure that
information is accompanied with the basic tools to prevent this deadly virus."

Mobile screens, booths and mobile medical clinics will be used to display educational videos
and audio messages at selected community points. Television and radio stations, under the
leadership of the Iragi Communication and Media Commission, will be airing daily messages on
COVID-19 for one month. Packages containing masks, gloves and flyers will be distributed to
people in public places, main streets and markets.
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COVID-19 awareness-raising campaign targets more than 6 million people in Baghdad
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