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  28 December 2021 – More than 80 journalists and Ministry of Health communications focalpoints from across Iraq participated in a workshop on information-sharing and responsiblereporting on public health issues, including COVID-19.    “Misinformation can kill, as we have tragically seen in other countries since the start of thepandemic. Rumours can create fear and panic, causing people to make wrong choicesregarding their health,” said Dr Ahmed Zouiten, WHO Representative in Iraq.  “This workshop is not just a training, but the beginning of a stronger partnership between themedia and the health sector in Iraq. Ensuring that the public has access to verified and correctinformation will allow them to make informed decisions about their health, and ultimately supportour collective goal of improving the health and well-being of all people across the country.”  The workshop – conducted by WHO, the Iraqi Ministry of Health, and Al-Jazeera Media Institutefrom 19 to 24 December 2021 in Baghdad, Iraq – marks the first time that journalists andMinistry of Health communications focal points came together to discuss common challengesand solutions.   WHO technical experts updated participants on communicable diseases, noncommunicablediseases, mental health, maternal and child health, and COVID-19 to ensure that they haveaccess to the latest information on public health issues that are relevant to Iraq.   During the practical sessions and simulation exercises, facilitators from Al-Jazeera MediaInstitute trained journalists on research and interview skills, methods and techniques to verifythe credibility of information before publishing and amplifying and using their influential role toaddress rumours and misinformation.  Ministry of Health communications focal points were made aware of their role in ensuring theavailability of accurate and relevant information to both the media and the public, and workingclosely with journalists to ensure that the correct information is disseminated at the right timeand as widely as possible.  For longer term impact, an information-sharing and fact-checking network was establishedduring the workshop to allow participating journalists and Ministry of Health communicationsfocal points to collaborate more effectively in sharing and verifying information related to publichealth in Iraq.   
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