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Baghdad, 16 October — The Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education, in collaboration
with the WHO Iraq country office, releases today the results of health status screening for
primary school students in 24 selected disadvantaged primary schools. To support the efforts of
the Government of Iraq in developing the capacity of the Iraqgi education sector old mud school
structures will also be replaced in some of the most deprived rural areas in Suleimaniyah,
Salahaldin and Thiqar.

His Excellency, the Minister of Health of Iraq Dr Hamad Amin Majid said, “Our main objective is
to provide high quality health education in a safe and healthy environment in all schools. We will
start with the most affected schools that have suffered a decline in the health services provided,
provide poor quality of drinking-water and sanitation services, implement insufficient health
education programmes or that lack health preventive measures.”

WHO Representative in Iraq Dr Syed Jaffar Hussain said that, “An effective school health
programme can be one of the most cost-effective investments a nation can make to
simultaneously improve education and health. The results of this study provide baseline data
that will assist in shaping new policies and strategic means to prevent important health risks
among school children and engage the education sector in efforts to change the educational,
social, economic and political conditions that affect risk".

This study provides baseline data on a wide range of student health indicators in primary
schools, in addition to data on visual acuity and eye diseases, hearing and ear diseases,
musculoskeletal abnormalities and assessment of nutritional status of students.

The results of the assessment revealed that 1.9% of students in the study have visual acuity
and 39.7% have astigmatism. 15.4% of students suffer from stunting and 2.8% of students
suffer from severe stunting; the highest recorded levels were in Salahuddin province.

Indicators show that 62% of students drink soft drinks more than three times a week, more than
82% drink tea more than three times per day and 3.2% of students in the 5-14 age group in the
three governorates are obese.
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In addition to the general examination that took place in 2011 by specialists, psychological
support training was provided also to the teaching staff and students in coordination with health
care centres.

H.E. Dr Majeed said, “Based on the result of the examination, necessary and appropriate action
was taken, such as referral to hospitals, the provision of eye glasses for the visually impaired, or
a recommendation for the provision of hearing aids for the hearing impaired”.

Efforts to support the Government of Iraq in developing the capacity of the Iraqgi education
sector through enhancing the learning environment in vulnerable areas in Iraq to meet the
Education-for-All goals is a joint project being implemented by the Ministry of Health and
Ministry of Education in the Federal Iraq and Kurdistan Regional Government, jointly with UN
agencies (UNICEF as the leading agency, WHO, UN-HABITAT and UN-WOMEN), in
partnership with local communities and with the financial support of the United Nations
Development Group, Iraq Trust Fund.
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