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The International Health Regulations (IHR 2005) are a set of regulations legally binding on 196
States Parties, including all WHO Member States. They contribute to global public health
security by providing a new framework for the coordination of the management of events that
may constitute a public health emergency of international concern, and improve the capacity of
all countries to detect, assess, notify and respond to public health threats.

  

The IHR were adopted at the Fifty-eighth World Health Assembly on 23 May 2005 and entered
into force on 15 June 2007. They require States Parties to notify a potentially wide range of
events to the WHO. Implementing the IHR is an obligation for WHO and States Parties to the
Regulations.

  

The purpose and scope of the Regulations are “to prevent, protect against, control and provide
a public health response to the international spread of disease in ways that are commensurate
with and restricted to public health risks, and which avoid unnecessary interference with
international traffic and trade”. Because the IHR (2005) are not limited to specific diseases but
apply to new and ever- changing public health risks, they are intended to have long-lasting
relevance in the international response to the emergence and spread of disease. The IHR also
provide the legal basis for important health documents applicable to international travel and
transport and sanitary protections for the users of international airports, ports, and ground
crossings.

  Related link
  

Read more about pandemic and epidemic-prone diseases
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index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=category&amp;id=910:surveillance-forecasting-response&amp;layout=blog&amp;Itemid=1253
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      News
            

   

    

  

Eighth regional stakeholders meeting to review the implementation of the International Health
Regulations (2005)

  

Progress towards implementation of the International Health Regulations (2005)

  

WHO Member States sign Khartoum Declaration on Sudan and Bordering Countries:
Cross-Border Health Security

  

Qatar develops national action plan for health security

  
        Resources
          

   

    

 2 / 4

international-health-regulations/ihr-news/eighth-regional-stakeholders-meeting-to-review-the-implementation-of-the-international-health-regulations-2005.html
international-health-regulations/ihr-news/eighth-regional-stakeholders-meeting-to-review-the-implementation-of-the-international-health-regulations-2005.html
international-health-regulations/ihr-news/progress-towards-the-implementation-of-international-health-regulations-2005.html
sdn/sudan-news/khartoum-declaration-cross-border-health-security.html
sdn/sudan-news/khartoum-declaration-cross-border-health-security.html
international-health-regulations/ihr-news/qatar-national-action-plan.html
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  International Health Regulations (2005)  Areas of work for IHR implementation          Related topics
          

   

    

  

Biosafety

  

Ebola

  

Infectious diseases

  

Public health surveillance

  

Zika virus
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http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/246107/1/9789241580496-eng.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/ihr/area_of_work/en/index.html
health-topics/biosafety/
health-topics/ebola/index.html
health-topics/infectious-diseases/index.html
health-topics/public-health-surveillance/index.html
health-topics/zika/index.html
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