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The "Framework for action to improve national institutional capacity for the use of evidence in
health policy-making in the Eastern Mediterranean Region 2020-2024" was developed in
response to a request by the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean and endorsed
in 2019 in resolution EM/RC66/R.5 . It proposes a framework to help countries improve their
national institutional capacity for evidence-informed policy-making and provides practical
actions that Member States can take to build their national institutional capacity and outlines the
support WHO can provide to facilitate this process.

To ensure that health policies are appropriate, effective and cost-effective, they need to be
based on sound evidence. Evidence-based policy-making is therefore essential to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals and universal health coverage, and its importance is
emphasized repeatedly in WHO’s Thirteenth General Programme of Work 2019-2023 (GPW
13).

Countries’ needs, priorities and capacities vary, and the proposed framework is designed to be
flexible to accommodate such variations. The framework should be followed up with a strategy

for action to guide WHO support for countries in selecting and adopting the institutional settings
that are most suited to their national needs.



http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/RC66-R5-eng.pdf
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Country action

A All countries

Countries with imited
Fcademic resounces,

in addition fo A:

Countries affected by
profracted or acute
SMErgencies,

in addition to A & B:

Countries with large
academic capacity and
small populations,

in addition to A:

Countries with large
academic capacity and
large populations,

in addition fo A & D:

Establish mechanisms to regulate and manage conflicts of interests in policy-making
Enhanca the capacity of the ministry of health planning depatment fior critical

appraisal of knowledge products and evidence synthesis reports {i.e. policy
briefs, health technology assessments, guidelines and systematic reviews)

Ensure access of the ministry of healkth to sowrces of research evidence for health
(e.g. through the WHO HINARI programme)

Improve cause of death reports and national observatory for national health
indicators including suneeillance repors

Enswre a8 minimurn capacity (epidemiclogy and cost analysis) for development of
policy reporis
Faocus on adaptation of high pronty evidence synthesis reports 1o the national setting

Inzlude resource funds for evidence-to-policy activities in donor requests to enhance
national capaciy

Ensure a minimum capacity (epidemiclogy and cost analysis) for development of
palicy reports

Faocus on adaptation of high prionty evidence synthesis repodts to the national setting
Include resource funds for evidence-to-policy activities in donor requests to enhance
national capacity

E=tablich programmes for national heslth technology assessments and guideline
adaptation/develspment in collaboration with scademic institutions

Establish formalized evidence-to-policy processes, induding for developing policy
briefs and conducting policy dialogues

Establish an ewidence-to-policy team within the ministry of heslth including all key
areas of expertise

Cevelop plans for mid-term {=.g. 10-year] national housshold sunesys
E=tablish an effective cancer regisiry and pharmacowigilance programme

Establish institutes affiiated with the ministry of health (e.g. NIFH: NIHR; NICE)*
tzsked with commissioning, developing, appraising or adapting national guidelines,
health technology assessments and policy briefs

Enhamemenapaiyufauademnsﬂu}ummm all areas needed for
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http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMSID001E.pdf
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMSID001E.pdf
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMSID001A.pdf
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMSID001F.pdf

