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  What is antimicrobial resistance?
  

Antimicrobial resistance occurs when microorganisms such as bacteria, viruses, fungi and
parasites change in ways that render the medications used to cure the infections they cause
ineffective. Resistant microorganisms are able to withstand attack by antimicrobial drugs, such
as antibacterial drugs (e.g. antibiotics), antifungals, antivirals, and antimalarials, so that
standard treatments become ineffective and infections persist, increasing the risk of spread to
others. When microorganisms become resistant to most antimicrobials they are often referred to
as “superbugs”.
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