WHO EMRO | Deaths in under-5 children drop to less than a million in the Eastern Mediterranean Region

In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, under-5 mortality dropped by 41% between 1990 and
2011

The number of child deaths in the Eastern Mediterranean Region has dropped to less than 1
million for the first time ever, according to estimates for 2011 recently released by the UN
Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation.

In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, under-5 mortality dropped by 41% between 1990 and
2011. The under-5 mortality rate is a leading indicator of the level of child health and overall
development in countries, and one of the indicators for monitoring progress towards
achievement of Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 4.

In six countries in the Region, the decrease is greater than MDG 4’s target of reducing by
two-thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-5 mortality rate. An additional five countries are
on track to reach the target by 2015.

Despite this progress, under-5 mortality remains high in seven countries of the Region,
including Afghanistan, Djibouti, Pakistan, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan and Yemen.

Read the full story
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