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Current Health Event Figure 1: Age-standardized (world) incidence and mortality rates (Globocan 2018)

Breast cancer is the most frequent can-
cer in women worldwide. Breast cancer Mortality
impacts around 2.1 million women year- Breast
ly and causes the greatest number of Prostate
cancer-related deaths among women. B”:’::;
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Cancer is a leading cause of death glob- o et

ally with an estimated 9.6 million o

deaths in 2018. Breast cancer is the fifth Thyroid

leading cause of death with 627,000 i & P 100
deaths (6.6%) in 2018 (Globocan 2018). SR Word)per 100000

This represents around 15% of all can-
cer deaths among women. It is the most
commonly diagnosed cancer in women.

In Lebanon, cancer is a leading cause of
deaths with an estimated 17,294 new
cases in 2018 and 8,976 deaths (WHO.
2018). Breast cancer is the most preva-
lent cancer in Lebanon, with an age-
standardized incidence rate of 97.6 per
100 000 persons per year and a mortali-
ty rate of 25.3 per 100 000 persons per
year (Globocan Lebanon _factsheet 2018).
Breast cancer accounts for around 20%
of call cancer cases.

(October to January) with a screening In 2017, the World Health Assembly passed
component. A free mammography is the resolution Cancer Prevention and Con-
offered in all 28 public hospitals and 70l through _ an _ Integrated _ Ap-
reduced fees in private hospitals. 2r0ach (WHATO.12) urging governments to
MOPH also covers reconstructive gccel@rate action to achleve the targets spec-
ified in the Global Action plan and the 2030
surgery after mastectomy. UN Agenda for Sustainable Development to
In addition, the MOPH provides free reduce premature mortality from cancer.
of charge cancer drugs for the unin-
sured who account for around half of
the total case-load. In an analysis of
the financial burden of cancer drug
treatment in Lebanon, highest costs
were for breast cancer (35%) (Elias_et

WHO also develops guidelines such as the
Guide to cancer early diagnosis.

In terms of data on cancer, the International
Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) is
the specialized cancer agency of WHO and
has the objective of promoting international
al.. 2016). collaboration in cancer research (Global
In addition, the MOPH with WHO cancer observatory).

support developed national guidelines
for breast cancer screening, which

The causes of breast cancer are not yet
fully uncovered. Therefore, detecting
the cases early remains the cornerstone
of breast cancer control. Early detection
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