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Current Health Event

Responding to
poliomyelitis in Lebanon

On 28 October 2013, the Minister of
Health of Syria announced that after
15 years absence, a total of 39 cases of
poliomyelitis have been reported in
Sytia (27 cases reported by MoH, 12
cases from other sources). Further-
more, Iraq confirmed the first WPV1
case since 2000 in a 6-months old,
unvaccinated child who had onset of
paralysis on 10 February 2014.

Editorial note:

Detection of wild poliovirus in a
polio-free country/area is a public
health emergency. Genetic sequenc-
ing of the Iraqi case indicates the
virus is most closely related to virus
detected in December 2013 in Hasa-
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Lebanon, 3 nationwide SIAs were conducted.
Preparation are being made for additional SIAs.
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In a complex political and security
environment, governments with the

term and to sustain polio-
free status.
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