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The Iraqi Ministry of Health in collaboration with the World Health Organization – Iraq 
organize a series of events in all governorates in Iraq to celebrate this year’s World 
Health Day 2012 “Good health adds life to years” where educational materials will be 
distributed, symposiums, filed visits and events will be conducted. 

 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Ms. Ruba Hikmat, Health Promotion Officer, World Health Organization, Tel. +96279-
5096066, hikmatr@irq.emro.who.int 

About	World	Health	Day		

The World Health Day is celebrated on 7 April to mark the anniversary of the founding of 
the World Health Organization (WHO) in 1948. World Health Day is a global campaign 
focusing on new and emerging health issues. The topic for this year’s World Health Day 
is Ageing and Health with the theme “Good Health adds life to years.” 

Ageing populations occur everywhere, but less-developed countries are witnessing the 
fastest change. Although older people are a vital and often overlooked resource for 
families and for societies, however, this transformation represents both challenge and 
opportunity for both policy makers and society. 

Focusing on new and emerging health issues, World Health Day provides an opportunity 
to start collective action to protect people’s health and well-being. It is an opportunity to 
engage in finding solutions that benefit us all. 

Each year the world health day has a topic, related to a subject of major importance to 
global health. For 2012 the topic that will be highlighted during the campaign is "Ageing 
and health". 
The focus is how good health throughout life can help older men and women lead full 
and productive lives and are a resource for their families and communities. Ageing 
concerns each and every one of us – whether young or old, male or female, rich or poor 
– no matter where we live. 

About	WHO	Iraq		
WHO has been on the ground in Iraq since 1960. WHO through its various programmes 
is currently work on revitalizing, strengthening and sustaining the Iraqi health system 
based on primary health care.   
 
WHO  works with the Government and other partners  to help achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals through improved access to quality health services, helping support 
the Government of Iraq in shaping health policy, and providing technical support in a 
multitude of programmes and areas like maternal and child health, adolescent and 
school health, nutrition, tackling communicable and non-communicable diseases, 
strengthening implementation of the International Health Regulations and mental health. 
 
 


