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Figure 1 The social and structural determinants of health 
[source: Dahlgren & Whitehead (12)] 
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Figure 2 Flow chart of identified and selected reviews for inclusion (aincluded articles can cover more than one health outcome)

Includeda = 11
Sexually transmitted infections = 9

Sexual violence = 4
Unintended pregnancy = 2

Full text screened = 141

Titles and abstracts screened = 319

Duplicates removed = 121

Excluded = 178

Search results = 440
PubMed = 184

Web of Science = 237
Hand search/Google Scholar = 19

Excluded = 130
None of the health outcomes of interest included = 5

Not a systematic review = 23
Migrants, refugees or asylum seekers not included = 2

Does not include data on structural and/or social 
determinants = 58

Does not give a definition for the populations which 
coincides with that of the International Organization 

for Migration or the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees = 28

Other = 14
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Figure 3 The social and structural determinants of sexual and reproductive health and rights in migrants and refugees (The 
box lists the six social and structural determinant themes identified in this review. The four levels of the rainbow (social and 
community; living and working conditions; structural determinants; prevailing norms and narratives) represent the different 
levels at which these determinants operate. The layers of the rainbow are populated with the main results of this review. The 
roman numerals indicate the related determinant theme)
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DETERMINANT THEMES
I Economic crises and hostile 
discourse on migration 
II Limited legal entitlements, rights 
and administrative barriers
III Inadequate resources and 
financial barriers
IV Poor living and working 
conditions 
V Cultural and linguistic 
impediments
VI Stigma and discrimination




