Table 1 Changes in perceptions and experiences regarding drug use between baseline and follow-up assessments among
community representatives (n = 160} in Kabul, Afghanistan

Variable Baseline Follow-up P-value?

MNo. Y No. Y
Encountered a drug userin last 2 years 135 844 m 69.4 <0.01
Have a drug userin the family 17 10.6 13 8.1 054
Most common drug wsed in Afghanisian
Tobacco g 16.9 o3 58.1 = 0.0
Marijuana,hashish 73 45.6 3 194 < 0.01
Opium,/heroin 44 275 X 16.9 0.
Alcohol 13 8.0 3 5.6 039
Group at greatesi risk for drug use
Unemployed 139 86.9 82 513 <0.01
Prisoners 2 13 X 16.9 <0.01
Heroin processing facility workers 5 EN | 14 d.48 0.06
Former/current soldiers 2 13 13 8.0 < 0.01
Street children n 6.9 17 10.6 034
Most common perceived reason for initiating drug use
(multiple responses allowed)
Peer pressure 48 30,0 a5 53.1 = 0.01
Frustration over unemployment 105 656 a2 513 =0.0
Sadness over loss of family/home 39 244 69 431 <0.01
Enjoyment of the drug’s effect 59 36.9 42 263 0.04
Improve work output 5 156 i3 206 023
Perceived greatest harms associated with drug use
Family disapproval B0 50.0 135 844 < 0.01
Imprisonment 24 15.0 102 63.8 =0.01
Overdose 77 481 53 311 < 0.01
Infections (e.g. hepatitis) 49 30.6 p.7. 128 <0.01
Withdrawal b 475 20 125 <0.01
Violence from dealers/other users 22 13.8 7 10.6 0.47
Types of treatment available for drug dependency (n = 132)
Detoxification 12 91 pa | 159 0.09
Inpatient hospital stay 124 93.9 125 047 1.00
Medicines from pharmacy 32 242 12 9.1 <0.01
Counselling programmes 42 3.8 a5 b4.4 =0.0
Religious instruction 32 242 28 Nz 053
Measures perceived as most important 1o reduce harm
fo drug users
Increased availability of dependency treatment 146 013 14 88.1 047
Improved quality of dependency treatment 55 344 74 463 0.02
Provision of vocational training 129 80.6 127 704 077
:’r::;ug;siiuu;nf condoms and counselling and testing for 18 13 = 450 <0.01
Increased imprisonment,/sentences for drug users 10 63 16 10.0 0.29
::l'luc;;:;ltg umber of police in areas where drug users 2 1.8 5 94 096
Provision of needles and syringes to those who inject 18 n3 3 194 0.03
Increased Islamic teaching about drug use 83 51.9 68 425 0.08

“McMermar or exac McNemar chi-squared fest.



