
Table 2 Haematological parameters and iron indices in Arab migrating nomad schoolchildren 

Parameter Males
(n =51)  

Females
(n =83)  

Total
(n =134)  

P-value

Mean (SD) Mean (SD) Mean (SD)

Hct (%) 44.5 (2.6) 41.8 (2.9) 42.8 (3.1) < 0.001

Hb (g/dL) 13.6 (1.2) 12.7 (1.3) 13.1 (1.3) < 0.001

MCV (fL) 83.6 (6.1) 81.5 (7.6) 82.3 (7.1) 0.097

MCH (pg/cell) 25.7 (2.8) 25.1 (3.1) 25.3 (3.0) 0.261

RDW (%) 13.8 (1.8) 13.7 (1.8) 13.7 (1.8) 0.755

MCHC (g/dL) 30.6 (1.6) 29.2 (3.2) 29.8 (2.8) 0.004

HbA2 (g/dL) 2.6 (0.7) 2.7 (0.9) 2.7 (0.8) 0.499

HbF (g/dL) 0.5 0.5 0.5 –

Serum iron (µg/dL) 89.2 (39.5) 91.4 (35.1) 90.5 (36.7) 0.737

TIBC (µg/dL) 319.8 (28.6) 325.4 (44.6) 323.2 (46.2) 0.424

Serum ferritin (µg/dL) 30.5 (28.6) 25.4 (18.6) 27.3 (23.0) 0.213

Hct = haematocrit; Hb = haemoglobin; MCV = mean corpuscular volume; MCH = mean corpuscular haemoglobin; RDW red-cell distribution width; MCHC = mean 
corpuscular haemoglobin concentration; HbA2 = haemoglobin alpha-2; HbF = haemoglobin F; TIBC = total iron binding capacity. 
SD = standard deviation.


