
Table 3 Gender attitudes and acceptance of wife-beatings association with spousal violence reported by the study sample of 
Saudi Arabian women

Women’s gender attitudes Total No spousal violence Spousal violence OR (95% CI) P-value

No. % No. % No. %

A good wife should obey her husband

Agree 98 49.0 59 53.2 39 43.8 1.2 (0.6–2.4) 0.6

Disagree 102 51.0 52 46.8 50 56.2

Family problems should only be 
discussed within family

Agree 161 80.5 93 83.8 68 76.4 1.4 (0.6–3.0) 0.4

Disagree 39 19.5 18 16.2 21 23.6

It’s important for a husband to show he is 
the boss of the house

Agree 118 59.0 68 61.3 50 56.2 1.5 (0.8–2.9) 0.2

Disagree 82 41.0 43 38.7 39 43.8

A woman should not choose her own 
friends if her husband disapproves

Agree 99 49.5 57 52.3 42 47.2 1.2 (0.6–2.2) 0.6

Disagree 99 49.5 52 47.7 47 52.8

If a man mistreats his wife, others outside 
the family should not interfere

Agree 88 44.0 57 51.4 31 35.2 2.0 (1.1–3.8) 0.03

Disagree 111 55.5 54 48.6 57 64.8

A man has the right to beat his wife:

If she doesn't finish the house chores as 
he wants

No 197 98.5 111 100.0 86 96.6 n/a n/a

Yes 3 1.5 0 0.0 3 3.4

If she disobeys him

No 172 86.0 92 82.9 80 89.9 0.8 (0.3–2.2) 0.6

Yes 28 14.0 19 17.1 9 10.1

If she refuses to have sex with him

No 184 92.0 103 92.8 81 92.0 0.9 (0.3–3.5) 0.9

Yes 15 7.5 8 7.2 7 8.0

If she asks him about his relationship 
with other women

No 191 95.5 107 98.2 84 94.4 1.1 (0.2–7.7) 0.9

Yes 7 3.5 2 1.8 5 5.6

If he has doubts about his wife:

No 167 83.5 96 87.3 71 80.7 1.6 (0.7–3.9) 0.3

Yes 31 15.5 14 12.7 17 19.3

If he discovers his wife cheating

No 96 48.0 59 53.2 37 42.5 1.3 (0.7–2.5) 0.4

Yes 102 51.0 52 46.8 50 57.5
aOR adjusted for women's age, earning capacity and 12 years of education. 
n/a = not applicable; OR = odds ratio; CI = confidence interval. 


