Table 5 Opinions of nurses regarding abuse in the work environment (n = 447)

Agree Disagres Don't know
Nurses should expect to be abused some time during their career 541 403 5.6
The staffing pattern & physical set-up at work protect nurses 233 631 13.6
Abused nurses are not doing their job properly 14 740 14.6
Abused nurses are likely to be victims because of personality traits 447 5.8 19.5
A competent/qualified nurse can predict a violent episode 546 275 179
Nurses abused without injury should not report the incident 295 633 72
r:;zist should have the right to legal action even when the abuser is a 626 186 18.8
Nurses taking legal action are at risk of losing their job 423 329 24.8

Patients should be responsible for all their behaviour 56.6 298 13.6




