Table 1Distribution of information recorded on medication prescriptions from public and private primary health care (PHC) centres

Information recorded Public PHC centres Private PHC centres x*-value? P-value
(n=1182) (n=1200)

No. % No. %

Patient name

Patient sex 1182 100.0 531 44.3 92.3 <0.001
Doctor signature 1144 96.8 874 72.8 263.9 <0.001
Diagnosis 1076 91.0 156 13.0 145.1 <0.001
Patient age 1056 89.3 n/r n/r - -
ICD-9 code 956 80.9 n/r - - -
Patient nationality 952 80.5 144 12.0 113.2 <0.001
Date 796 67.3 mi 92.6 237.6 <0.001
File number 716 60.6 623 51.9 18.4 <0.001
Doctor name 377 31.9 770 64.2 248.4 <0.001
Clinical findings 45 3.8 n/r - - -

“Degrees of freedom = 1.
n=number of prescriptions analysed; ICD-9 = International classification of diseases (9th revision); n/r = not recorded.



