Table 3 Comparison of microbial plate counts between large-scale manufacturers
and small-scale manufacturers/retailers in Lebanon

Microorganism Mean (SD) plate counts (log,, CFU/g)
Large-scale Small-scale
producers producers/retailers

{n=13 samples) (=18 samples)

Total aerobic count 436(1.34) 448 (L02)

Tatal coliforms 314 (119) 3.29(0.85)

Enterobacteriaceae 341(116) 3.85(0.99)

Yeasts & moulds 4.211(1.70) 4.78(114)

Staphylococcus aureus 2.89(1.24) 313 (0.66)

N sigrificant difference between lange-scale and smali-scale producers, P> (05
A0 = sinndard dewiofion; CFL = mfoapf,l"anm_q LN,



