Table 1 Microbial plate counts of 31 gishta samples from various manufacturers in Lebanon

Microorganism Wo. of positive samples,/total Mean (SD) plate Minimum

no. of samples analysed counts (log,, CFU/g)
Total aerobic count 3/ 442 (0.10) 241 70
Total coliforms 31/3 3.23(0.09) 139 543
Escherichia coli 10/3 3.00{0.60) 230 4.03
Enterobacteriaceas 31/3 1.67 (0.06) 1.74 566
Yeasts & moulds /A 4.54(0.08) 219 727
Staphylococcus aureus 30,/31 3.03 (0]10) 0.05 4.63
Salmonella spp. 2/3 = - -
Listeria monocytogenes 13/31 - - -

“salmonella spp and L. monocytogenes are reported as present or absent.
Sive standard deviation; CFU = colony-forming units.



