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Map 1. Distribution of COVID-19 confirmed cases and deaths in EMR as of 18 July 2020 (18:00 Cairo time) 
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Key situation highlights 

• More than one million patients in countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region have successfully recovered from 

COVID-19 since the first case was reported on 29 January 2020 

• Cases in the Region increased from 1,267,177 to 1,371,060 (8% increase compared to 10% previous week). 

• Deaths in the region increased from 30,474 to 34,087 (12% increase; compared to 13% previous week). 

o High numbers of cases and deaths reported in the occupied Palestinian territory, mainly from Hebron province. 

o Iran is seeing a stabilization of cases and an average of 190 daily deaths. 

o Egypt has reported the lowest number of cases reported since mid-May. 

o New travel-related cases are reported from Tunisia and Jordan. 

• Countries in the Region where public health lockdown measures have been reimplemented in subregional levels, 

including: 

o Morocco: The city of Tangiers and its population of around one million, has been locked down again since July. 

o West Bank: On 12 July, the Palestinian Authority extended a lockdown of the West Bank that began on July 3, 

also imposing a curfew. 

Table 1. Regional update of COVID-19 in the Eastern Mediterranean Region as of 18 July (18:00 Cairo time) 
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Graph 1: Weekly distribution of COVID-19 cases in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, 29 Jan – 18 July (18:00 Cairo 

time 

 

Graph 2: Weekly distribution of COVID-19 deaths in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, 29 Jan – 18 July (18:00 Cairo 

time 
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Graph 3: Weekly COVID-19 trend for selective countries 29 Jan – 18 July (18:00 Cairo time) 

 

Regional response highlights 

• Polio staff across the Region prepared for the resumption of vaccination campaigns for the first time in four months. 

Vaccinators in Pakistan, Syria, Yemen, and Afghanistan prepared to resume activities under new COVID-sensitive 

protocol, including physical distance between vaccinator and child, limited touch techniques, mask use and an increase 

in handwashing and sanitizing. 

• The sixth webinar of the COVID-19 Laboratory Community of Practice took place on 15 July 2020 with a focus on 

antigen based rapid diagnostic tests for COVID-19. The presentation was provided by Dr Jane Cunningham from WHO 

Headquarters, and was an opportunity to review the landscape of antigen based rapid diagnostic tests and their 

performance for COVID-19; as well as discuss key considerations for use. The webinar was attended by more than 180 

participants from Eastern Mediterranean Region and African Region. 

• The Regional Incident Management Support Team continues to support seroprevalence studies within the unity 

studies, and assist countries to receive rapid diagnostic tests and Elisa kits. This week, support was focused on Yemen 

and Afghanistan.   
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• Early results for the Sero-epidemiology (Unity Studies) have been received from eight districts in Kabul, Afghanistan. 

Pakistan, other areas of Afghanistan and Jordan have started implementation of the studies, and Yemen, Lebanon, 

Sudan and Somalia are finalising study protocols. Syria, Libya and Morocco are in the planning phase of the Sero-

epidemiology studies. 

• A regional bioethics webinar was held on 7 July 2020 with 39 participants (including from: Bahrain, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, 

Pakistan, Lebanon, Oman, and Yemen). The main recommendations following the discussion included developing 

a regional multilingual platform on bioethics and research ethics; mapping regional capacities / activities on biomedical 

ethics; and encouraging collaboration in Medical Ethics education in the Region.  

• Peer reviews of the Research priority in Public Health research grants for COVID-19 research have been completed and 

a meeting was held to select 20 proposals for recommendation for funding (from 120+ submissions). Six partners in the 

GAP Accelerator held a second meeting on 14 July 2020 with GAP signatories to continue discussion of plans for a 

“regional innovation mapping survey” (including concept note and data collection tool). 

• The clinical management surge mission in Yemen is now underway. Continued coordination is taking place with 

Afghanistan, the occupied Palestinian territory, Pakistan, and Jordan regarding capacity building for intensive care unit 

care. The Regional Incident Management Support Team is also contributing to finalization of the on-demand online 

training for primary healthcare providers 

• Updated WHO guidance on maintaining safe and adequate blood supplies during the pandemic outbreak of coronavirus 

disease (COVID-19)  was disseminated to WHO country offices in the Region through national Infection Prevention and 

Control focal points.  

• The Regional Incident Management Support Team participated in the panel of the weekly US Centre for Disease Control 

webinar titled “Optimizing PPE Use during COVID-19“, which was attended by 360 participants.  

• Two virtual meetings with Syria and Egypt were held to present the case-control and surveillance protocols for infected 

health care workers.  

• The Regional Incident Management Support Team is finalizing a Skill Drill simulation exercises for Rapid Response 

Teams. Discussions are ongoing with HQ TLS (Training and Learning Solutions) and WHO AFRO on collaboration for 

future trainings and capacity building to train, engage and retain Rapid Response Teams. 

• Three new entries were added to WHO’s Interim Guidance on Water,  Sanitation, Hygiene and Waste Management for 

COVID-19  (July 6): a) surveillance of COVID 19 virus in wastewater;  b) use of public pools and beaches; and c) water 

quality and quantity requirements for handwashing.  

• WHO and UNICEF launched the Hand Hygiene for All Global Initiative. 

• An Arabic version of the mental health and psychosocial support platform has been launched. A rapid assessment of 

impact of COVID-19 on mental health and psychosocial support services delivery has been completed and data is being 

analyzed to develop a regional report. Mental health and psychosocial support working groups are active in all Level 3 

countries in addition to Pakistan, Jordan, Lebanon. 

• Ongoing discussions are taking place with  Morocco to hold a round table discussion with policy makers on the future of 

the health system post COVID-19.  

• An online workshop of the 3rd Edition of Patient Safety Friendly Hospital Framework was held. Online training on Role 

of primary health care during COVID-19 has been finalized and is ready to be launched.  

• The Regional Incident Management Support Team continues to collaborate with the International Organization for 

Migration (IOM) on a draft joint work plan on the health of migrants and refugees. A draft regional directors’ joint 

statement and a partnership agreement have been developed. Work with partners is ongoing to develop a concept 

notes for the 2021 Situation Report on International Migration in the Arab Region.  The Regional Incident Management 

Support Team has initiated collaboration with WHO headquarters and other regions to develop an online course on 

health and migration. 

• The 12th partners weekly situation report on health of refugees and migrants was finalised and disseminated. 

• A meeting took place on 16 July with representatives from 11 UN agencies to finalize the Regional Joint Action Plan 

2020-2021, which includes numerous joint actions related to COVID-19 response.  
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• The inter-agency working group for risk communications and community engagement (RCCE) was joined by new 

members from UNHCR, UNRWA and EURONEWS. The group focused this week’s discussion on the area of continuity of 

care. Efforts are ongoing to align and harmonize RCCE efforts to include polio. Discussions are ongoing to provide 

support in the area of RCCE  to Syria, Libya and Yemen. 

• 35 transport requests for delivery of essential COVID-19 supplies to countries have been submitted since 17 May, only 

four shipments took place so far.  

• New global shortages of examination gloves are impacting the ability to fill demand in the Region. 

Challenges 

• Limited public health guidance on re-opening points of entry places populations at risk and increases risk of travel-

related importation of cases into countries.   

• Lack of clarity on airborne transmission of the virus that causes COVID-19, especially through air conditioning, requires 

further studies for more informed recommendations to countries. 

• New global shortages of examination gloves are impacting the ability to fill demand in the Region. 

Regional and country response highlights 

• Weekly COVID-19 statement by WHO's Regional Director: Maintaining routine influenza surveillance during the COVID-19 

pandemic 

• EMRO virtual press briefing on COVID-19(Arabic only) 

• Regional Director press briefing statement, 16 July 2020  

• Regional COVID-19 situation report # 18 

• Regional COVID-19 situation report # 19
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For more information, contact emrgonCoV@who.int 


