WHO EMRO | Threat of a new epidemic of sleeping sickness

Patients lying in a hospital ward in South Sudan being treated for sleeping sicknessIntervention
s for the control of human African trypanosomiasis, also known as sleeping sickness, are
dwindling. This could lead to a new epidemic. A resurgence is already occurring as evinced by
the figures for 2011 where the number of cases reported is 1.45 times higher than the previous
year (from 180 in 2010 to 261 in 2011). The disease is transmitted by the tsetse fly and is 100%
fatal without treatment. It is endemic in Greater Equatoria State and currently on the rise in
South Sudan.

A recent article published by WHO in PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases addresses the issue of
how to prevent a new epidemic of the disease. Unless urgent action is taken to improve the
control of sleeping sickness in South Sudan, another devastating epidemic could kill thousands
of people.
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Human African trypanosomiasis in South Sudan: How can we prevent a new epidemic

Action needed to prevent a new epidemic of sleeping sickness in South Sudan



http://www.plosntds.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pntd.0001541
index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6124:sleeping-sickness&catid=971:south-sudan-news&Itemid=1351
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