WHO EMRO | Fourth UN Global Road Safety Week: speed management key to saving lives

14 May 2017 — The fourth UN Global Road Safety Week and its related campaign “Save Lives:
#SlowDown” draw attention to the dangers of speed and the measures which should be put in
place to address this leading risk for road traffic deaths and injuries. Studies indicate that
typically 40-50% of drivers do not adhere to speed limits. Excessive and inappropriate speed is
a key road safety risk factor, contributing to about one third of fatal road traffic crashes in
high-income countries and up to half in low-income countries. Road traffic injuries continue to
be a grave public health concern regionally and globally.

The Eastern Mediterranean Region accounts for almost 10% of global road traffic deaths and
has the second highest road traffic fatality rate in the world after WHO’s African Region. The
majority of deaths occur among males and the younger and economically active age groups
(15-59 years), with serious implications for health and development.

In advance of the fourth UN Global Road Safety Week, 8—14 May 2017, WHO has released a
new report entitled: “Managing speed”. The report suggests that excessive or inappropriate
speed contributes to 1 in 3 of road traffic fatalities worldwide. The report highlights measures to
address speed, prevent road traffic deaths and injuries, make populations healthier, and cities
more sustainable.

Evidence has shown that a 5% cut in average speed can result in a 30% reduction in fatal road
traffic crashes. It is thus imperative to strengthen efforts for speed management as part of a
comprehensive safe system approach to achieve road safety-related goals of the Decade of
Action of Road Safety 2011-2020 and the targets of Sustainable Development Goals.

Road safety in the Eastern Mediterranean Region - Facts from the Global Status Report on
Road Safety 2015

Infographics



http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPUB_2017_EN_19676.pdf
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPUB_2017_EN_19676.pdf
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Speed: Facts
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Seat-belts: Facts
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http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPUB_2017_19683_EN.pdf
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPUB_2017_19692_ar.pdf
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPUB_2017_19682_EN.pdf
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPUB_2017_19691_ar.pdf
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Road traffic injuries : Facts

mn the Eastern Mediterranean Region
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Motorcycle helmets: Facts

from the Eastern Mediterranean Region
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http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPUB_2017_19681_EN.pdf
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPUB_2017_19690_ar.pdf
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPUB_2017_19680_EN.pdf
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPUB_2017_19689_ar.pdf
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Drink-driving: Facts

from the Eastern Mediterranean Region
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Child restraints: Facts
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gislative documents

Strengthening road safety legislation: a toolkit for road safety legislation workshops | Arabic |

French

Strengthening road safety legislation: a summary for government decision-makers | Arabic |
French

Strengthening road safety legislation: a practice and resource manual for countries | Arabic |
French

Related links

Save Lives | French
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http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPUB_2017_19679_EN.pdf
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPUB_2017_19688_ar.pdf
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPUB_2017_19678_EN.pdf
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPUB_2017_19687_ar.pdf
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/148823/1/9789241508292_eng.pdf?ua=1&ua=1
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPub_2017_AR_19672.pdf
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/197039/1/9789242508291_fre.pdf?ua=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/145705/1/WHO_NMH_NVI_14.8_eng.pdf?ua=1&ua=1
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPub_2017_AR_19674.pdf
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/207582/1/WHO_NMH_NVI_14.8_fre.pdf?ua=1%20
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/85396/1/9789241505109_eng.pdf?ua=1
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/EMROPub_2017_AR_19673.pdf
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/128040/1/9789242505108_fre.pdf?ua=1&ua=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/128040/1/9789242505108_fre.pdf?ua=1&ua=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/255199/1/9789241511704-eng.pdf?ua=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/255214/1/9789242511703-fre.pdf?ua=1
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Managing speed
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http://www.who.int/roadsafety/week/2017/en/

