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15 August 2023, NEW YORK/GENEVA/ROME – For 4 gruesome months, the people of Sudan
have been engulfed in a war that is destroying their lives and their homeland, and violating their
basic human rights.

  

People have witnessed their loved ones gunned down. Women and girls have been sexually
assaulted.

  

Families have seen their possessions looted and their homes burnt to the ground. People are
dying because they cannot access health care services and medicine.

  

And now, because of the war, Sudan’s children are wasting away for lack of food and nutrition.

  

Each day the fighting continues, the Sudanese are being robbed of the peace they cherish, the
lives they are entitled to, and the future they deserve.

  

Enough.

  

After 4 months of terror, global leaders of humanitarian organizations working in Sudan have 3
messages to share:

  

To the people of Sudan: The international humanitarian community remains committed to
supporting you, especially through the work of your local responders, who have been at the
forefront to provide food, seeds, water, shelter, health, nutrition, education, medical care and
protection to those in need since Day One. We will continue to push for access to all people and
in all areas of Sudan to bring humanitarian supplies and essential services.

  

To parties to the conflict: End the fighting. Protect civilians. Grant us safe and unfettered
access. Remove bureaucratic impediments. Attacking civilians, looting humanitarian supplies,
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targeting aid workers, civilian assets and infrastructure, including health centers and hospitals,
and blocking humanitarian assistance – all of which have been reported in Sudan – are
prohibited under International Humanitarian Law and International Human Rights Law. These
acts may amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity.

  

To the international community: There is no excuse for waiting. More than 6 million
Sudanese people are one step away from famine. More than 14 million children need
humanitarian aid. More than 4 million people have fled the fighting and remain internally
displaced across the country and as refugees throughout the wider region. Time is running out
for farmers to plant the crops that will feed them and their neighbours. Medical supplies are in
scarce supply. The situation is spiralling out of control. Our humanitarian appeals can help
some 19 million people in Sudan and neighbouring countries. However, the two appeals are just
over 27 per cent funded. Please change that.

  

It is time for a reset. We call for an immediate cessation of hostilities. The people of Sudan need
peace and equitable access to humanitarian relief. And the international community must step
up today, engage at all levels, and act to put Sudan back on track and end the war.

  Signatories
  

Mr. Martin Griffiths, Emergency Relief Coordinator and Under-Secretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)

  

Dr. QU Dongyu, Director-General, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO)

  

Ms. Sofia Sprechmann Sineiro, Secretary General, CARE International

  

Ms. Shahin Ashraf, Chair a.i. International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA) Board, (Islamic
Relief)

  

Ms. Mirela Shuteriqi, Executive Director a.i., International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA)

 2 / 4



WHO EMRO  |  Statement by Principals of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee: After 4 months of war, humanitarian leaders urge action to end the tragedy in Sudan

  

Ms. Anne Goddard, Chief Executive Officer and President a.i., InterAction

  

Mr. António Vitorino, Director General, International Organization for Migration (IOM)

  

Ms. Tjada D’Oyen McKenna, Chief Eexcutive Officer, Mercy Corps

  

Mr. Volker Türk, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

  

Ms. Janti Soerpinto, President and Chief Executive Officer, Save the Children US

  

Ms. Paula Gaviria Betancur, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of
Internally Displaced Persons (SR on HR of IDPs)

  

Mr. Achim Steiner, Administrator, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

  

Dr. Natalia Kanem, Executive Director, United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

  

Mr. Filippo Grandi, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

  

Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director, United Nations Human Settlement Programme
(UN-Habitat)

  

Ms. Catherine Russell, Executive Director, United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)
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Ms. Sima Bahous, Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director, UN Women

  

Ms. Cindy McCain, Executive Director, World Food Programme (WFP) TBC

  

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General, World Health Organization (WHO)

  

Mr. Stephen Lockley, President and Chief Executive Officer a.i., World Vision International

  Sunday 28th of April 2024 07:49:43 PM
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