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WHO and stakeholders spearheads the COVID-19 health
awareness response in Lebanon for the public’s safety

WHO Lebanon continues to tzke the lead with sisters agencies and in collaboration
with government ministries especially the Ministry of Public Hezfth {MOPH) and
Ministry of Education and Higher Education (MEHE) and other stmkeholders, with
measures taken to boost country preparednass and response in 2ll cepacities in thel
quest to keep Lebanon in the contzinment phase a5 ather countries in the region and
globally fight the deadly pandemic that has clzimed the Iives of hundreds of
sands and brought some of the biggest economies to 2 complete standstill.
Together with UM agencies, government entities, local ME0S induding the Leba
Red Craozs, WHO is part of a taskforce using risk communication to address comm
nity engagement through swsreness raising campaigns. The role of WHO in
ing technical support within the Risk Communication and Community
{RCCE) taskforce in the production of awareness ampaigns using animated i
targeting healthcars workers and the genersl public on ways of protection, ho
lztion, home delivery, nutrition, addressing stipma and bullying, breastfeeding and
mentsl health. WHO also produced 155,000 brochures, fiyers and posters on hand-
washing, protection during travel, student protection, mental health and many more
are in the pipslina.

Within the RCCE taskforce’s drive to work along with the government’s decision to
start the deconfinement phase, the team is working on = campsign to promote the
use of non-surgical doth masks for the peneral public escdluding healthcare workers
and people working in quarantine centres or medical facilities. This project will guide
people on how to make their own masks at home espedslly for those who @nnot
afford to buy re-ussble masks for themselves and their familiss, when and how to
use them.

Az part of the awareness raizing drive agzinst the misinformation that has t=ken cen-
tre stzge in the fight against coronaviruz 3= many people out of fear and concemn
would hang on to anything that gawe them hope, WHO along with UNICEF and UNDP
partnered with the Ministry of Information to counter the spread of COVID-13 misin-
formation in Lebanon thus creating the rumour log as a first step to counter ruemours
and fake news. Ewery rumour is posted on the rumour log at the MOl website in
preparation for a2 website that is being created. A number of videos have been pro-
duced and widely disseminated covering topics like virus fiving on surfzces, the use
of alcohol on body and clothes, drinking or injecting disinfectants, hawing zero @ses
does not mean Lebanon is free of coronavirus, hot westher does not kill the virus,
and lately we are working on a video on how safe it is to use the swimming pool.

As the status of the OOVID-12 changes in Lebanon with the easing of the partal lock-
down allowing restaurants and other businesses to function, WHO and partners are
trying to always be 3 step shead in preparstion for the eventusl complete daconfine-
ment phase which requires a new set of guides to allow people to settle into what will
be known as the “new norm™. This will include preparstions for schools when they
eventually open their doors at the start of the new academic year which is antidpat-
ed to be around September 2020. The preparstion will indude WHO guidelines out
of which videos and outreach material will be produced to create swareness on the
safety mezsuras in different settings.
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