
WHO EMRO  |  Pakistan first country to take steps towards early implementation of antimicrobial resistance surveillance system in the Region

    

At the request of the Government, a WHO technical mission visited Pakistan from 23 to 28
November 2015 in order to map capacities for early implementation of a national antimicrobial
resistance surveillance system. The mission team, comprising epidemiologists, laboratory
scientists and their national counterparts, conducted site visits to hospitals and laboratories in
Karachi and Lahore and visited the national Health Institute in Islamabad. They reviewed the
capacities of selected centres for laboratory testing and reporting data to a national surveillance
system with a view to including them in the early implementation of the surveillance system.
Pakistan has already appointed a national antimicrobial resistance focal point. Following the site
visits, heads of laboratories, epidemiological units and the mission team held a consultative
meeting to develop a road map of actions for the early implementation of the system. 

  

Antimicrobial resistance poses a major challenge to the health sector in all countries. As a part
of its response to this global problem, a global action plan on antimicrobial resistance was
endorsed by the World Health Assembly in May 2015. One of the objectives of the global plan is
for countries to strengthen the knowledge and evidence base, which includes monitoring
resistance through the establishment of national antimicrobial resistance surveillance
programmes. WHO will continue to support Pakistan in its efforts to implement and expand its
antimicrobial surveillance system.  

  

WHO has also developed a manual for establishing a global antimicrobial resistance
surveillance system developed using data from national surveillance systems. 

  

Global antimicrobial resistance surveillance system: manual for early implementation
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http:/apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/188783/1/9789241549400_eng.pdf

