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Letter from the Editor

Hospitals are an essential element of health services but often health systems are not set up to or neglect evaluation of the quality of

hospitals. Accreditation is a valuable strategy for improving the quality of health care structures, including hospitals, and WHO aims
to assist countries in promoting suitable accreditation. To that end, the Regional Office developed a model for hospital accreditation
appropriate for the Region and flexible enough to be adapted at the country level. There are three papers related to hospitals and
hospital management in the current issue. One study compared the unit-dose drug dispensing system and the ward-stock system
in hospitals in Gaza and concluded that the unit-dose system was safer, regarded more favourably by staff and better allowed good
clinical pharmacy practice. Another study assessed medical waste management in 5 government and 12 private hospitals in Yemen
through interview and observation of relevant staff. The study found that knowledge and practices of medical waste handling were
not adequate; there was a high rate of injuries among waste-workers and staff and visitors were at risk of exposure to hazardous waste.
Athird paper explored, through key-informant interviews and focus group discussions, the views of healthcare stakeholders on strate-
gies to encourage health-promoting hospitals in Pakistan.

Also included in this issue are two papers evaluating possible assay tools. One study from the Islamic Republic of Tran assessed the
use of plasma haematocrit level to make an early diagnosis of pre-eclampsia. The other from Egypt reports on an interferon gamma
assay to detect latent tuberculosis infection. Any diagnostic tool must be safe, reliable and appropriate and the WHO Diagnostics and
Laboratory Technology unit aims to promote and facilitate access to such diagnostic technologies and laboratory services by provid-
ing appropriate technical support, tools and guidance on the provision of diagnostics and laboratory services.

The Fifty-eighth Session of the WHO Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean is being held in Cairo from 2 to 5 Octo-
ber 2011. On the agenda is a technical paper on research for health and strategies for scaling up such research in the Region. One of
WHO'’s core functions is “stimulating the generation, translation and dissemination of valuable knowledge” Therefore, the theme
of the World Health Report for 2012 is the impact of health research and it will focus on real-life stories to convey the message that
research helps. For the first time, members of the public are invited to help develop the World Health Report and are encouraged to
send in their views on health research and personal experiences where research affected their life. Information about the Report and
submitting input can be found at: http://wwwwho.int/rpc/whr2012/en/index html.
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